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“To build the future, we do not have to destroy the past.”
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The mission of the Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites is to promote the preservation and protection
of the burial sites, cemeteries, and graveyards in Maryland.

Legislative Updates

CPMBS has been partnering with others over the past
two years to improve legislative protections for cemeteries.
The group, now called the Maryland Cemetery Legislative
Advocates (MCLA), is proposing— with House and Senate
sponsors — two important bills for the 2026 Legislative
Session. If passed, both bills would achieve the goal of
protecting burial grounds from being lost, neglected, or
erased and ensuring that descendant communities, historic
preservation, and respectful treatment of the dead are at the
center of decision-making in Maryland.

1. Transfer of Ownership of
Abandoned Cemeteries

This bill would create a legal pathway for a state, county,
or municipal government entity to acquire abandoned
cemeteries and transfer them to descendants, community
groups, or nonprofits willing to maintain and preserve
them. It enables entities, but does not require them to
take action.

2. Sale or Transfer of Cemeteries for
Another Use

This proposal would require court review before any
cemetery can be sold, transferred, or repurposed for
non-cemetery use and would allow families, nonprofits,
and community organizations to have a voice.

As these proposed bills move through the legislative process,
we will keep you apprised of ways you can help support
MCLAs efforts.

Cemetery Conservation
Training Course a Success

Over the summer, CPMBS put out a call for volunteers to
attend a 4-day training workshop on cemetery conservation.
The training was led by conservator and CPMBS board
member Robert Mosko as a trial run for a course he will
[be] teach[ing] next year at Mary Washington University.
Thirteen lucky volunteers attended the free training over two
weekends in September and October. The first weekend was
held at the Twinbrook Library in Rockville and consisted
of a crash course in chemistry, biology, history, and physics
as it pertains to gravestones. The second weekend was at
Rockville Cemetery, where participants assessed damage,
devised treatment plans, and reset monuments with and
without professional equipment.

Each participant walked away with a better understanding
of the importance of reversibility, prioritization in treating
monuments, proper stabilization and resetting techniques,
and what can and cannot be done without the supervision
of a trained professional.

CPMBS hopes to hold another training in the spring to gear
up for the UMW class, so stay tuned for information about
how you can participate.

Land Returned to Morningstar
Moses Cemetery

Cemetery land that was claimed under eminent domain for
construction of the Capital Beltway was returned in October
2025 to the trustees of the Morningstar Tabernacle No. 88.
The quarter acre parcel potentially contains 26 burials of
African American men and women who were members
of the organization, which used the land as a cemetery
beginning in the 1880s. The Gibson Grove community that
grew around the cemetery and tabernacle hall is largely
gone, but descendants and neighbors are actively engaged
in preservation of the site as the Friends of Moses Hall

https://www.friendsofmoseshall.org/).
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Statewide Cemetery Inventory

CPMBS Annual Photo Competition
Update P

The Coalition serves on the Inventory of Cemeteries We congratulate Mike Grant for his photo submission
and Burial Sites Workgroup, created by the General of Rockville Cemetery. This image now graces our
Assembly and tasked with establishing a statewide cemetery homepage!

inventory/database system. The Workgroup recently
released its draft report for public comment and will submit
the final report to the Governor and General Assembly

on December 1. Visit https://mht.maryland.gov/Pages/
cemetery-workgroup.aspx to read the report and comment
on this draft.

You can help. Please contact the Coalition at
mail@cpmbs.org if you are aware of any of the following:

# Small burial grounds not currently on
https://www.findagrave.com/ or
https://billiongraves.com/

2 One or more tombstones in unusual places

# Cemeteries that no longer exist at a certain site

Some stories come together when you least expect

The Coalition is often asked to help identify cemeteries and their locations. In 2016, a new homeowner in Glen Burnie
contacted the Coalition stating she was asked to sign a document allowing access to a graveyard on her property. But
she was unable to find a graveyard anywhere in the area and had checked deeds back to 1920. A Coalition volunteer
determined that the original seller died intestate and probate records showed that there was a one-acre family burial
ground somewhere in the area but no additional information could be found.

Jump forward to 2024 and the same volunteer was approached about a cemetery in the same general area, this time with
the family’s surname, a more specific location, and information that it still existed in the early 1960s.

Using this new information, research was able to determine that this was the same cemetery from 2016! It turns out that
a developer purchased the cemetery property in 1965 and had the burials relocated to a local memorial park in 1967. A
house was built on part of that land in 1968.

The people who purchased homes in this area had never
known of the cemetery’s existence and it was only by
talking to people who remembered what the landscape was
like before development that the puzzle could be pieced
together. We now know that this was the Myers-Weaver
Family Cemetery, which contained 17 burials dating from
1891 through 1936.

The cemetery’s history, the names of the individuals buried
there, and a record of where they were subsequently moved
had been documented. It’s amazing how a combination
of conversations, research on death certificates, memorial
company records, plats, and ownership can all come
together to create a comprehensive picture of a lost
cemetery and its family.
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Rosa Bonheur

The Coalition is actively supporting the efforts of the Rosa
Bonheur Society to protect the Rosa Bonheur Memorial
Park in Elkridge, MD. The cemetery contains the burials
of thousands of pets and their owners and was the recent
subject of disinterments that were not authorized by family
and which left headstones dumped in a heap within the
cemetery. CPMBS has sought answers from the Office of
Cemetery Oversight (OCO) regarding their interpretation
of whether or not the cemetery can be registered with OCO,
which would afford it protection. The Coalition brought
up concerns with the broader implications that the owner
of an inactive cemetery could prepare burial grounds for

development without OCO oversight.

Thcadore Forerideilion
FOR MARYLAND BURIAL SITES

The foundation invites proposals for projects and
programs to benefit burial grounds. Grants up to
$3,000 are available for a wide range of projects,
including documentation, planning, and restoration.
Creativity and innovative projects are encouraged, and
a minimal match is required to confirm commitment.

The Trader Foundationis governed by a volunteer Board
of Directors. They are currently seeking a Treasurer to
oversee their funds and investments. Also appreciated
are donations to keep this financial assistance available
for worthy projects around the state.

Grant application deadlines are the first day of January
and July of each year.

For more information and application form, visit the

website, https://traderfoundationmd.org.

A Win for Cecil County
Cemetery

In July, the Coalition responded to a plea from Cecil County
residents to protect a small cemetery likely tied to an 1830s
settlement when the railroad was first being built through
Cecil County. The burial ground was under threat from
an application to establish a sand and gravel mine. In a
letter to the County Board of Appeals, the Coalition cited
relevant legislation that would apply, including requirements
to consult with the Maryland Historical Trust, which the
building supply company had not yet initiated. The Board
listened to the Coalition’s and community’s concerns and
denied the request for a Special Exception. The cemetery
and other remains of the community will not be harmed.

Greenbelt Cemeteries Receive
Funding

A grant from the Maryland Heritage Area Authority has
allowed the city of Greenbelt in Prince George’s County
to begin preparing a Preservation Master Plan for its three
historic cemeteries. The plan will research and document
the history of the sites and their existing conditions and
make recommendations for preservation, maintenance,
programming, signage and accessibility A consultant
was hired in March and two public meetings in July and
October have solicited public comment. Visit https://www.
greenbeltmd.gov/613/Cemetery-Preservation-Master-
Plan.
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Global Jewish Cemetery
Database

The JewishGen Cemetery Discovery Project documents
Jewish burial sites around the world. You can look up
individuals by name and cemeteries by location. The
recorded sites include Jewish cemeteries and non-Jewish
cemeteries that include Jewish burials regardless of whether
the cemetery is still active.

The database currently hosts 4.4 million records with nearly
a million photos. Please see https://cdp.jewishgen.org/ for

more information and to access the database.
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Coalition Courier
P.O. Box 1533
Ellicott City, MD 21041-1533

COALITION CALENDAR

1/1/26 — Trader Foundation grant applications due
3/31/26 — Nominations for 2026 Periwinkle Award due
5/2/26 — Statewide Cemetery Conference

We invite all members and friends to contribute to our
Coalition Courier newsletter by submitting articles,
photographs, or personal reflections that highlight their
experiences, insights, or community involvement. Whether
it’s a recent event, a cemetery project they’re passionate
about, or a story that deserves to be shared, we’d love to
include it. Photos capturing special moments or milestones
are also welcomed. Please send your submissions to
mail@cpmbs.org.  Your contributions help make our
newsletter vibrant, engaging, and a true reflection of our
shared community.

Cemetery Cleanups —
Send Us Your Ideas!

The CPMBS Board and volunteers are searching for
cemeteries that need our help to cut small trees and
shrubs, clear overgrowth, locate and clean markers,
map, and/or photograph. Previous cleanups have
taken our core crew to Williamsburg in Dorchester
County, Smithsburg in Washington County, and
Owings Mills in Baltimore County.

Please note that owner permission is required,
and local volunteers are needed. We’ll bring the
dumpster and the tools!

Contact mail@cpmbs.org for more information or
to suggest a cemetery.
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