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The mission of  the Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites is to promote the preservation and protection
of  the burial sites, cemeteries, and graveyards in Maryland.

Conference Recap
On May 3, 2025, the Coalition held its 
annual statewide cemetery conference in 
beautiful Hagerstown, Maryland. We had 
61 attendees from all over the state came to 
learn, share stories, and partner to protect 
the state’s burial grounds. 
Presentations included an introduction the 
Coalition’s recently adopted Principles of  
Practice, which are the gold standard for 
preserving cemeteries; the role of  volunteers 
in cemetery maintenance; the importance 
of  descendant communities; and the green 
burial movement. The day wrapped up 
with the Open Forum and tours of  Halfway 
African American Cemetery and Rose Hill 
Cemetery. Watch the video on our CPMBS 
Maryland YouTube webpage.

Cemetery Legislation PASSED
After many months – and in some cases, years – the Coalition was successful 
in its efforts for improved legislation to protect Maryland cemeteries.  
The following bills were passed during the General Assembly 2025 session:

Establish the Abandoned and Neglected Cemeteries Fund to 
provide for the care, preservation, maintenance, and restoration 
of  abandoned and neglected cemeteries with authorization for the 
Governor to appropriate $250,000 annually.
Establish the Maryland Inventory of  Cemeteries and Burial Sites 
Workgroup – to study the establishment and maintenance of  a state 
cemetery inventory system with findings and recommendations due 
December 1, 2025.
Extend the statue of  limitations for destroying funerary objects and 
cemetery elements from 1 year to 3 years.

Several bills did not make the cut this year. Among them were bills that 
CPMBS may take up in the 2026 legislative session, including: 

Protecting descendants’ rights when cemeteries are sold, remains are 
disinterred, and/or vandalism occurs. 
Enabling local governments to take title to cemeteries for which 
ownership is unknown and transfer them to descendants or nonprofits 
for preservation and maintenance.

While not all bills ultimately found support, there was noted interest in the 
plight of  Maryland’s cemeteries across political lines.

https://youtu.be/ekLD6_sFjuY?si=8bG_U5oNEuMtBeSd
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FREE Cemetery Conservation 
Training — RSVP Now!
This September, the Coalition will be offering a free, 
intensive training course in cemetery conservation 
led by professional conservator Robert Mosko and 
his instructional team. The program will take place at 
Rockville Cemetery and Twinbrook Library in Rockville, 
MD.
The course will run over four days on two consecutive 
weekends—September 20/21 and September 27/28 for 
a total of  16 hours of  classroom work and 16 hours of  
hands-on conservation work. Participants will learn how 
to read and understand cemeteries and to assess, stabilize, 
and conserve gravestones.
The training is part of  an education initiative being 
developed at the University of  Mary Washington to 
combat the excess of  misinformation available on the 
internet regarding proper cemetery care techniques and 
academic credit may be possible.
Spaces are limited, so please let us know of  your interest 
in attending as soon as possible at mail@cpmbs.org.

CPMBS Annual  
Photo Competition

We are looking for beautiful  
color photographs of  Maryland 
cemeteries to enhance our 
website.
The photos should be in 
landscape orientation and in 
high-resolution (200–300 dpi) 
format. Include the name and 
location of  the cemetery.
The best photograph will be 
showcased on the homepage—
with photo credit—and will be 
awarded a $100 gift card.
Submit your photos to 
coalitionpmbs@gmail.com by 
July 31st.

Summer is Cemetery Season
Start Your Preservation Project Now! Summer is here and with it comes the perfect opportunity to begin or 
continue work on preserving Maryland’s historic cemeteries.
Across the state, families, volunteers, and heritage groups are stepping into shaded graveyards and overgrown burial 
grounds to tend to the resting places of  our ancestors. If  you’ve been thinking about getting involved in a local cemetery 
preservation project, now is the time.
Why Summer? 

Vegetation is in full bloom, making it easier to identify heirloom plantings, dangerous overgrowth, and invasive 
vines threatening headstones.
Schools are out, offering a perfect time for youth service projects, family history outings, or group clean-ups.
Is the summer too hot for you to tackle overgrowth?  Wait until the fall when vegetation has gone dormant. 

Getting Started: It’s Easier Than You Think
Whether you’ve discovered a forgotten family plot or want to help restore a community cemetery, here are some first 
steps:

Get permission first. Even well-meaning visits must be approved by landowners.
Scout the site safely. Wear gloves, boots, and long sleeves when exploring.
Look, document, don’t disturb. Photographs, notes, and GPS pins are powerful tools for planning future 
work and preserving the site’s story.

Need Help? The Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites has created a free, downloadable guide to help you every 
step of  the way. Our Guide to Burial Site Stewardship offers simple advice on everything from landowner access to 
recording gravestone information and safely clearing overgrowth.
You don’t need to be a historian to make a difference. Just bring curiosity, care, and a commitment to respecting the lives 
that came before us.
Explore our full guide and learn how to get involved at cpmbs.org.

mailto:mail%40cpmbs.org?subject=Cemetery%20Conservation%20Training
mailto:coalitionpmbs%40gmail.com?subject=2025%20CPMBS%20Photo%20Competition
https://cpmbs.org/coalition-guide/
https://cpmbs.org
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On April 5, 2025, the Coalition and the Friends of  Oella 
Cemetery co-sponsored a cleanup event at the historic 
Oella Cemetery in southwestern Baltimore County. 
About 20 volunteers came to spread mulch on existing 
paths, seed the grass, remove downed limbs, and attack 
invasive plants. During the work, the team was fortunate 
to uncover two previously unknown headstones!
Oella Cemetery was a company burial ground established 
in the early 19th century by the Union Manufacturing 
Company for mill workers and their families. The Oella 
Cemetery is the resting place of  approximately 380 
individuals, including many children. It is believed that 
interments continued until around 1950. 

CPMBS Cleanup at Oella Cemetery

Since 2016, organizations and individuals wanting a better 
future for Maryland cemeteries have turned to the Trader 
Foundation as a source of  financial assistance. Twice a year, 
the foundation invites proposals for projects and programs to 
benefit burial grounds. Grants were recently increased up to 
$3,000 and are available for a wide range of  projects, including 
documentation, planning, and restoration. Creativity and 
innovative projects are encouraged, and a minimal match is 
required to confirm commitment. 
The Trader Foundation is governed by a volunteer Board of  
Directors, more of  whom are welcomed. Also appreciated are 
donations to keep this financial assistance available for worthy 
projects around the state.
Grant application deadlines are the first day of  January and 
July of  each year.
For more information and application form, visit the website,  
https://traderfoundationmd.org.

New CPMBS President
After 13 years, Eileen McGuckian has stepped down as 
President of  the Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial 
Sites. She brought years of  advocacy, preservation, and 
leadership experience to the role and left a legacy of  
cemetery preservation successes across the state. Eileen 
will remain on the Board to continue her efforts.
Stepping into the position 
of  President is Hope 
Metzler, Coalition Board 
member since 2023. 
With a lifelong interest 
in cemeteries and a 
background of  non-
profit service, Hope has 
spearheaded Coalition 
activities and also serves 
as the volunteer Cemetery 
Coordinator for the 
Preservation Alliance of  
Baltimore County. 
Joining Hope as a new 
officer is Katie Myers, 
Vice President.

https://traderfoundationmd.org
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Cemetery Cleanups — 
Send Us Your Ideas!

The CPMBS Board and volunteers are searching for 
cemeteries that need our help to cut small trees and 
shrubs, clear overgrowth, locate and clean markers, 
map, and/or photograph. Previous cleanups have 
taken our core crew to Williamsburg in Dorchester 
County, Smithsburg in Washington County, and 
Owings Mills in Baltimore County. 
Please note that owner permission is required, and 
local volunteers are needed. We’ll bring the dumpster 
and the tools! 
Contact mail@cpmbs.org for more information or to 
suggest a cemetery.
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