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“To build the future, we do not have to destroy the past.” � Volume 31, Number 2, Fall 2024

The mission of  the Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites is to promote the preservation and protection
of  the burial sites, cemeteries, and graveyards in Maryland.

PRINCIPLES OF PRACTICE FOR HISTORIC CEMETERY AND 
GRAVESTONE PRESERVATION: 
•	 Thorough documentation of  the cemetery and the individual headstones, 

including inscriptions, types of  materials, landscape, and current conditions 
should be performed. This serves as a baseline for all preservation efforts and 
historical records.

•	 Respect is to be given to the cemetery’s cultural, historical, and religious 
significance and contents. All preservation efforts should be guided by respect 
for these values.

•	 A highly conservative approach to preservation should be taken, with 
minimal intervention. Treatments should only be administered as necessary 
to stabilize or protect the cemetery and its features. Unnecessary alterations 
or additions should be avoided.

•	 Only easily reversible or removable techniques and materials should be 
employed that would cause no further damage to the original fabric or 
substrate of  the cemetery or headstone.

•	 Materials that are compatible with the original construction or design of  the 
cemetery or headstone should be introduced or utilized. This is to ensure that 
interventions do not cause any further harm or accelerate deterioration.

•	 Non-destructive testing methods and techniques such as ground-penetrating 
radar, laser scanning, materials, and chemicals to assess the condition of  the 
cemetery and to locate buried features along with the effectiveness of  certain 
treatments and products should be conducted so long as they cause no harm.

•	 Measures are to be taken to protect the cemetery and its features and contents 
from environmental threats such as erosion, overgrowth from vegetation, and 
vandalism.

•	 The local community should be engaged in the preservation efforts and to 
increase awareness of  the cultural and historical significance of  the cemetery. 
The public should be encouraged to participate through volunteer work, 
educational programs, and outreach activities.

•	 Seek professional expertise and guidance from qualified experts in historic 
preservation, conservation, historical horticulture, and related fields when 
planning and executing projects. Such knowledge and experience are 
invaluable for ensuring effective and responsible preservation practices.

•	 A long-term and on-going maintenance and monitoring plan should be 
established for the cemetery to address any issues as they arise and prevent 
future deterioration. Routine inspection and maintenance are essential for 
the continued preservation of  historic sites.

The Coalition recently drafted a document 
called Principles of  Practice for Historic 
Cemetery and Gravestone Preservation 
for anyone contemplating work at a burial 
ground or on gravestones. The Principles 
establish broad guidelines on how to 
think about cemeteries and their specific 
preservation needs before beginning a 
project, and provides best practices for 
continuing care. It can be found on our 
website: https://cpmbs.org/principles-of-
practice/. 

Similarly, we offer a more in-depth 
resource, the 133-page Guide to Burial Site 
Stewardship:  
https://cpmbs.org/coalition-guide/.

CPMBS Principles of  Practice Released
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I have researched cemeteries for the Anne Arundel Genealogy Society 
for many years. The Society had information about the Linstid-Heath-
Lark Cemetery copied in 1961 and then published in a genealogy book 
of  cemetery inscriptions by the Society in 1987. It was supposed to be in 
Severna Park, but only the vague location of  “on the old Henry Burke 
farm” was known and that nine tombstones were visible. With limited 
location information and no idea how old the “old Henry Burke farm” was, 
I was never able to find the cemetery. The area where it was supposed to be 
was subsequently developed and all chances of  identifying it disappeared.
In 2003, I was told about a single stone embedded into the basement wall 
of  a house in Annapolis. A photo showed that the name was Greenberry 
Lark, one of  the people from that missing cemetery. In 2019, the local 
newspaper published an article about the tombstone, giving the actual 
address.
This past August I gave a talk and an elderly woman told me she had never 
been able to find her great grandfather’s tombstone. When she told me his 
unusual name, it clicked. I sent her a copy of  a newspaper article and the 
photo. She said she’d like to see the stone.
I went to the address, which turned out to be a duplex containing four 
apartments. No one was home at any of  them and there was no access 
to the basement. A few days later, the woman told me that her son lived 
nearby and had seen a man outside the building. When told about the tombstone, the man indicated it was in his basement and 
invited him in to see it. Now the great granddaughter still wants to go see it and I do too!
I still have no idea how this stone got to its current location. To the best of  my knowledge, it is the only surviving marker from 
this cemetery.

~ Tina Simmons

Proposed Cemetery Legislation
Throughout the summer and into fall 2024, a committee has been meeting to consider some of  the most pressing 
problems associated with Maryland burial sites. Members include volunteers from the Office of  Cemetery Oversight 
Advisory Council, Maryland Commission on African American History & Culture, cemetery owners, churches, and 
non-profits, including the Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites.
The committee has identified priorities and will focus its efforts on the following areas where Maryland cemetery laws 
need to be strengthened:

1. 	 Provide support to, and a path for acquisition of, abandoned and neglected cemeteries.
2. 	 Modify the process to authorize disinterment in non-criminal requests by requiring the Office of  Cemetery 

Oversight to conduct research and advise State’s Attorneys.
3. 	 Develop a single unified database of  all Maryland cemeteries.
4. 	 Adjust penalties for cemetery desecration based on severity.
5. 	 Modify the process for the sale of  a cemetery.

Currently these ideas are being introduced to selected members of  the Maryland General Assembly to identify sponsors 
and co-sponsors who will file and shepherd bills individually or as a package through the 2025 legislative session. This 
initiative will require bipartisan sponsors and support from every county and large city in Maryland. When the time 
comes, the committee will spread the word and request our members to advocate for cemeteries and to convince their 
legislators to support and vote for these important proposals.
To volunteer to assist this effort or for more information, please email davidzinner26@gmail.com.

Strange Things Happen When You Research Cemeteries

The gravestone of  Greenberry Lark (1780-1826), now 
part of  a basement wall in Annapolis
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Each spring and fall, CPMBS selects a 
needy cemetery for volunteer cleanup 
work. This fall’s event will take place 
on Tuesday, November 19, 2024 at 
Prather Cemetery in Rockville. The 
Prather family came from England and 
farmed a large tract of  land called Plain 
Dealing, which included the current site 
of  the graveyard. The burial ground is 
untended and overgrown and many 
stones are without inscriptions.
We are partnering with Montgomery 
Parks, Montgomery County Conservation Corps, Prathertown Community 
Development Corporation, and descendants. 
Please join us on Tuesday, November 19, 2024 from 9:00 a.m. to  
2:30 p.m.
Meet at Meadowside Nature Center, 5100 Meadowside Lane, Rockville, 
MD. The cemetery is in the woods about three-quarters of  a mile from the 
parking lot and transportation will be available to/from the site. Restrooms 
are in the Nature Center.
You will need to bring lunch, drinks, work gloves and landscaping tools, 
such as shears loppers, rakes, tarps, etc.
Questions? Contact Jamie Ferguson at 301-563-7581or Jamie.Ferguson@
montgomeryparks.org.

CPMBS Fall Cleanup

Since 2016, organizations and individuals wanting a better 
future for Maryland cemeteries have turned to the Trader 
Foundation as a source of  financial assistance. Twice a year, 
the foundation invites proposals for projects and programs to 
benefit burial grounds. Grants were recently increased up to 
$3,000 and are available for a wide range of  projects, including 
documentation, planning, and restoration. Creativity and 
innovative projects are encouraged, and a minimal match is 
required to confirm commitment. 
The Trader Foundation is governed by a volunteer Board of  
Directors, more of  whom are welcomed. Also appreciated are 
donations to keep this financial assistance available for worthy 
projects around the state.
Grant application deadlines are January and July of  each year. 
For more information and application form, see  
https://cpmbs.org/trader-foundation/.

Whipps Garden Cemetery used Trader funds to remove trees at this 
Howard County burial ground. 

Baltimore Hebrew Congregation cemeteries needed Trader funds 
to reset over 200 grave markers. 

New Board Member 
Katie Myers
New Director Katie 
Myers brings a 
fresh perspective 
and energy to the 
Coalition’s mission 
of  preserving and 
protecting historic 
cemeteries. Her 
interests include 
enhancing public 
awareness, expanding 
community 
engagement, and 
advocating for stronger legal protections. By 
fostering partnerships with local organizations 
and implementing educational initiatives, she 
hopes to ensure that Maryland’s burial sites 
are preserved for future generations, honoring 
the rich cultural and historical heritage they 
represent. She volunteers at Oella Cemetery 
and enjoys having her son, Stone, involved 
as well with cemetery preservation and 
fostering a relationship with youth regarding 
the importance of  burial sites. The Coalition 
welcomes Katie to the Board! 
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Cemetery Cleanups — 
Send Us Your Ideas!

The CPMBS Board and volunteers are searching for 
cemeteries that need our help to cut small trees and 
shrubs, clear overgrowth, locate and clean markers, 
map, and/or photograph. Previous cleanups have taken 
our core crew to Williamsburg in Dorchester County, 
Smithsburg in Washington County, and Owings Mills in 
Baltimore County. 
Please note that owner permission is required, and local 
volunteers are needed. We’ll bring the dumpster and 
the tools! 
Contact mail@cpmbs.org for more information or to 
suggest a cemetery.
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COALITION CALENDAR
11/19/24 – Cleanup at Prather Cemetery
1/1/25 – Trader Foundation grant applications due
3/31/25 – Periwinkle Award nominations due
1/25 - CPMBS Board meeting (date will be posted)
5/3/25 – Annual Conference in Hagerstown
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