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The mission of  the Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites is to promote the preservation and protection
of  the burial sites, cemeteries, and graveyards in Maryland.

Help CPMBS – Join a 
Committee! Attend a Meeting!
  When CPMBS surveyed our members in 2022, we 
heard that you wanted to get more involved. Why 
not attend an upcoming Board meeting or join one of 
our active committees? Members are welcome to at-
tend Board meetings, which occur roughly every other 
month (at least four times a year) in person and/or 
via Zoom. Meetings are held on weekday evenings or 
weekends, to accommodate a range of availabilities. 
Our next meetings are on January 21, 2024 and March 
24, 2024 at 1:00. We have added upcoming meeting 
dates and locations to our calendar, so please check 
the website and plan to join us!
  CPMBS business is conducted by a 15-member Board 
of Directors, and we rely on committees and volunteers 
to help run the organization. Committee work includes 
Communications, Membership/Development, Awards, 
Legislative Action, and Education. All of these com-
mittees are essential for operations, and members are 
welcome to participate. All ages, backgrounds, skills, 
and time commitments are needed. Send an email to 
mail@cpmbs.org to express your interest and willing-
ness to assist with our mission.

The Coalition is pleased to 
welcome back Luann (Lu) 
Moorman to the Board of  
Directors. Lu previously served 
2008-2010. She’s an avid 
cemetery preservationist and 
founded Preservation Alliance in 
2007 to protect and preserve Mt. 
Auburn Cemetery in Baltimore. 
The organization also works with communities looking 
to save history by organizing, advocating, and resourcing. 
Lu’s interests include Baltimore and Maryland history and  
African American genealogy.

We also welcome Hope Metzler 
to the Board. Hope’s interest in 
cemeteries is lifelong and she has 
visited burial grounds across the 
world. She serves as the volunteer 
Cemetery Coordinator for the 
Preservation Alliance of  Baltimore  
County and recently gave a pre-
sentation on cemetery history and 

headstone cleaning at their Preservation in Practice series. 
Her involvement in cemeteries spans documentation, resto-
ration, and historic research.

New Coalition Board Members
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COALITION CALENDAR
• Sunday November 19, 11:00 am - 3:00 pm AND Sunday November 26, 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Coalition Clean-up at the Lowe Family Cemetery • 11411 Red Run Blvd, Owings Mills, MD
The Coalition Board of  Directors has selected the Lowe Family Cemetery in Owings Mills for volunteer cleanup. 
Parking is at Life Storage, 11411 Red Run Blvd, Owings Mills and the cemetery is located across Winged Foot 
Drive.  For more info and to register, see https://cpmbs.org/event/coalition-clean-up-at-the-lowe-family-cemetery/.

• Sunday January 21, 2024, 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm • CPMBS Board Meeting
All members are invited to attend via Zoom. RSVP to mail@cpmbs.org for the Zoom link and agenda. 

• Sunday March 24, 2024 @ 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm • CPMBS Board Meeting
All members are invited to attend via Zoom. RSVP to mail@cpmbs.org for the Zoom link and agenda. 

• Saturday May 4, 2024 • Maryland Cemetery Conference and CPMBS Annual Meeting
Havre de Grace, in Harford County.

  Signs at cemeteries serve multiple purposes. They provide 
contact information, help mark a burial place that may have 
no other identifying features, and can help deter crime. With 
increased public interest in cemeteries, marking these important 
cultural sites is important. One type of sign in Anne Arundel 
County can be found at Patuxent Research Refuge, where 
the signage consists of the cemetery name, the earliest and 
latest known death dates, the federal ownership (U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service), and suggests that the reader can contact the 
Anne Arundel Genealogical Society for additional information. 
  The Anne Arundel County government has created its own 
cemetery signage program. The signs feature the county 
emblem, the name of the cemetery, and the earliest and latest known death dates of those buried in the 
cemetery. The signs provide basic information to people who have driven through an area and seen a cemetery 

and wonder about who might be buried there or how old the cemetery is. 
  Signs are an immediate help when a cemetery is difficult to access, 
tombstones are illegible, or if people just have questions on how to help. The 
addition of signs also offers a level of protection by making it apparent that 
these cemeteries are being observed and cared about.
  As shown in these examples, signage does not have to be elaborate. 
Suggestions for a simple sign might include the cemetery’s name, dates, and 
an organizational contact with email address or a phone number for more 
information. They could list the cemetery as private or, if open to the public, 
list visiting hours and regulations. Adding language such as “Vandalism is 
punishable by law” or that the cemetery is registered with the county or 
state preservation agency, or a particular cemetery commission could assist 
in deterring crime. There is no right or wrong way to provide signage for 
cemeteries, but it is always helpful.

Cemetery Signage in Anne Arundel County
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  Community Projects of Havre de Grace, Inc. (CPoHdG) 
is a nonprofit umbrella organization that, according to 
its website, “has been improving and enhancing the 
quality of life for the citizens of Havre de Grace and 
the surrounding communities since 1998.” One of the 
many committees under its auspices is Memorial Pres-
ervation, created in 2021 for the purpose of identify-
ing old gravesites and historic markers throughout the 
local area and taking steps to preserve and maintain 
them in a respectful way.
  CPoHdG supports each of its member committees 
with ideas on fundraising, volunteerism, and strate-
gies to secure funds. Even though it’s a formal busi-
ness structure, this umbrella organization regards the 
groups as a family, actively enhancing the community 
in various ways. Memorial Preservation does this by 
preserving burial places and their memorials as places 
of cultural and historic significance.

“Burial grounds and cemeteries are important public spaces with a 
vital link to the past. These sites tell a story of evolving burial and 
mourning practices, from the bleak indigenous and slave graveyards 
to the richly ornamented cemeteries of the 19th century. When little 
else may remain intact from the beginnings of our city or town, the 
burial ground with its stone walls, mature trees and dirt paths can 
often evoke the early history of a community. As open space becomes 
more and more scarce and undeveloped land is increasingly used for 
other purposes, burial grounds and cemeteries remain places for soli-
tude, contemplation, and reflection.”

  On the evening of August 29, 2023, CPoHdG celebrat-
ed its 25th anniversary. On the banks of the Susquehan-
na River and the tip of the Chesapeake Bay, a display 
for each group created by their extraordinary volun-
teers was unveiled. This dinner event showcased each 
committee, including 
Memorial Preservation, 
to the public with about 
150 in attendance. 
  An Oyster Roast on 
November 18, 2023 will 
similarly benefit the 
committees, as does the 
CPoHdG website, which 
has a donations link for 
Memorial Preservation. 
https://bit.ly/47BJVHc

Community Projects 
Organization Aids 
Cemeteries in Harford 

New Maryland Pet Cemetery 
Law Enacted
  Earlier this year, the Maryland Legislature approved 
House Bill 676 to regulate pet cemeteries, and on Oc-
tober 1, 2023, the new law took effect.
  Delegate William Wivell of Washington and Freder-
ick Counties was inspired to seek pet cemetery leg-
islation after receiving a report from a constituent 
detailing the lack of maintenance of a pet cemetery 
in which their pets were interred. Delegate Wivell’s 
proposal for legislation attracted the support of oth-
er legislators, which resulted in the development of 
HB 676. With 29 sponsors of the bill, all but seven of 
Maryland’s 23 counties voiced their support.

  In summary, HB 676 makes “certain provisions of 
law governing cemeteries applicable to pet cemeter-
ies, providing that a certain registered cemeterian, 
registered crematory operator, or permit holder who 
sells or offers to sell to the public certain services 
for pet remains owes a duty of perpetual care for the 
cemetery in which certain pet remains are interred; 
and requiring the Director of the Office of Cemetery 
Oversight to adopt regulations to enforce certain pro-
visions of the Act.” The law provides protection to pet 
cemeteries and lot owners and will help prevent them 
from becoming neglected.
  The legislation was championed on behalf of the 
Coalition by Board member Candy Warden, who is 
President of the Rosa Bonheur Society. This volunteer 
group was formed to protect Rosa Bonheur Memorial 
Park, a Maryland pet cemetery. Her testimony includ-
ed statistical information, economic considerations, 
and made the case for establishing “the legitimacy 
and permanency of pet cemeteries,” for both pets 
and their humans.

Rosa Bonheur Memorial Park
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CPMBS Wants to Help 
Clean Up Your Cemetery
  CPMBS volunteers are looking to engage in 
hands-on activities! We select one or two sites per 
year in locations throughout the state for a day 
of  free labor. We have experts and equipment to  
remove brush, shrubs, and small trees in over-
grown cemeteries. As time and materials permit, 
we may be able to clean individual gravestones. 
We are looking to partner with cemeteries that 
have a team of  volunteers ready to assist, that 
are accessible, where owner consent can be  
obtained, and where 
there is a commitment 
to continue main- 
taining the grounds.
 

If  you are interested, 
please contact us at  
mail@cpmbs.org.

  The Trader Foundation for Maryland Burial Sites 
continues to assist in the welfare and preservation of 
cemeteries throughout the state, offering grants for 
a variety of projects that can provide applicants with 
the necessary funds to see their plans to a successful 
completion. 
  To date, the Trader Foundation has committed over 
$76,000 in grants toward 54 projects. Grants awarded in 
2023 include the Mount Auburn Cemetery in Baltimore and 
Yanky-Foreman Cemetery in Millersville, Anne Arundel 
County. 
  The next application deadline is January 1, 2024, and 
all project scopes will be considered. 
  Please see https://bit.ly/3sg4CpW for the application 
form and instructions and to learn more about past 
projects.


