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“To buald the future, we do not have to destroy the past.”

ourier

Volume 30, Number 1, Spring 2023

The mission of the Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites is to promote the preservation and protection
of the burial sites, cemeteries, and graveyards in Maryland.

Huge Wins for African

American Burial Places

As part of the 2023 Omnibus Appropriations Bill,
sighed by President Biden on December 29, 2022, the
African American Burial Grounds Preservation Act
became law.

The National Park Service will administer the pro-
gram and make grants available to public and private
entities across the country. The grants will help iden-
tify, preserve, restore, and interpret historic Afri-
can American burial grounds. These efforts will allow
descendant communities, churches, and others to
honor these sacred sites and celebrate the stories
they hold.

Closer to home, the African American Heritage Pres-
ervation Grant Program presents a funding opportu-
nity for cemeteries in Maryland. With $5 million avail-
able, the program is administered as a partnership
between the Maryland Commission on African American
History and Culture and Maryland Historical Trust.
Cemeteries are eligible for assistance, and applicants can be
non-profits, local governments, businesses, or individuals.

Grants of up to $250,000 are available for acquisi-
tion, rehabilitation, capital improvements, pre-devel-
opment, or other activities. Applications are typically
made available in early April and are due July 1. More infor-
mation is available at http://bit.ly/3mQQRxZ.
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CPMBS Autumn Cleanup

On a brisk but clear Saturday in late October 2022,
Coalition volunteers headed to Dorchester County to assist
in a cemetery cleanup. Williamsburg Cemetery, located just
south of Easton behind an auto repair shop on Route 50, has
served as an African American community cemetery for many
decades. The Waters United Methodist Church in Oxford,
which manages this and two other cemeteries, needed help
cleaning up and controlling the overgrown landscape.

Our small but mighty crew met representatives from Waters
already in the process of clearing weeds and vines and locating
grave markers. While some of the markers and vaults closest
to the road were cleared and the grass was mowed, farther
back, the graves were being overtaken by nature. More than
five hours later, the fruits of our labor started to show.

Unfortunately, on a last look around the grounds, we
discovered a whole other section of burials! Cut off from the
other graves by a huge downed tree, this area contained a
number of older grave markers. These appear in fairly good
condition but are completely surrounded by overgrowth.

There will be more to tackle, and the church is hoping to
establish a cemetery committee to manage its three sites.
While acknowledging there is work ahead, the Coalition is
proud to have helped initiate the first cleanup in many years
at this historic cemetery.




PRINCE Progress

As reported in the Winter 2022 Courier, the PRINCE
Program (Preservation and Restoration Initiative for
Neglected Cemetery Entities) has begun its work to
train those who are currently incarcerated to clean up,
improve, and preserve cemeteries in Maryland. PRINCE is
operated through a cooperative agreement of the Maryland
Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services, the
Office of Cemetery Oversight, the Maryland Department of
Labor, and the Coalition. Grants from the Governor’s office
and the Trader Foundation, plus many hours of volunteer
time, have made this possible.

In addition to fieldwork, PRINCE’s classroom component is
underway at Dorsey Run Correctional Facility in Jessup. The
intensive training course is led by cemetery conservation
specialist and Coalition board member Robert Mosko.
Incarcerated persons who have been on Dorsey Run work
crews are enrolled in the class and have been enthusiastic
participants. This program will soon be offered at the
Maryland Correctional Institution for Women in Jessup.

To date, teams have completed fieldwork at the following
sites:

o QOella Cemetery in Ellicott City, Baltimore County

e Locust United Methodist Cemetery in Columbia,
Howard County

o St. Mary’s, llchester Road, in Ellicott City, Howard

County
o 0Old Saints Rest in Hanover, Anne Arundel County
e Adams United Methodist Church Cemetery in

Lothian, Anne Arundel County
o Mt. Calvary United Methodist Church in Arnold, Anne

Arundel County

Phase Two under the Trader Foundation grant will likely
see PRINCE crews going to Tanyard/Franklin in Deale and
back to Oella and there are still a few cemetery slots left
to fill. In addition, the program is investigating working

with large cemeteries that need extra help and can provide
opportunities for field training skills. These larger cemeteries
would provide more regular work for the crews.

PRINCE is also in the process of pursuing new grant
funding to continue the valuable work of the program. More
information on that next time!
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The Trader Foundation for Maryland Burial Sites continues to assist in the welfare
and preservation of cemeteries throughout the state, offering grants for a variety
of projects that can provide applicants with the necessary funds to see their plans

to a successful completion.

To date, the Trader Foundation has bestowed $72,000 in grants toward 42 projects. Grants awarded in 2022 included
start-up funds for the PRINCE Project; fencing and clearing at the Worthington Family Cemetery in Anne Arundel County;
grave marker restoration at the Ellsworth Cemetery in Carroll County; grave marker repair and signage at Mt. Zion
AME Church Cemetery in Baltimore County; tree and vegetation removal at Oella Cemetery in Baltimore County; and a
cemetery assessment at St. James AME Cemetery in Harford County.

The next application deadline is July 1, 2023 and all project scopes will be considered.

Please see https://bit.ly/3sg4CpW for the application form and instructions and to learn more about past projects.
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New Owner Brightens Future for Anne Arundel Cemetery

Sitting just off Dividing Creek in Arnold, the Langley-
Langville Cemetery contains about thirty burials, including
several of the Arnold family members. In 1989, a new owner
closed off the cemetery to descendants, many of whom
were neighbors, despite a dedicated access easement. He
blocked the gate with an illegal fence, shed, and debris,
allowing the grounds to become completely overgrown.
There were reports that he even threw some of the
tombstones into the creek.

Coalition member Tina Simmons corresponded with a
relative who had a record of burials in the cemetery, and in
2013, they approached the renter then living in the house.
The resident agreed to allow a volunteer to clean up, but
partway through the project, he informed the team that the
owner did not want the cemetery touched and that they
were not allowed to go onto the property again.

Fast forward to 2021, when Michael Replogle bought
the property. He has willingly worked with neighbors to
remove the shed and fencing and to clean off the brush.
Additional work included ground penetrating radar
(GPR) to locate unmarked burials, the creation of a map,
and the preparation of a condition assessment report.

In 2022, Replogle received a Trader Foundation grant to
develop a conservation plan for the cemetery. With the
neighbors, he formed the Langley Cemetery Association to
maintain and protect the burial ground as well as promote
the community’s history. Efforts are now underway to allow
the cemetery to once again serve as a permanent place of
repose by building a columbarium for cremains.

Although it took a while and much effort, the story of
this site is an inspirational one of cemetery preservation
success!

Please see http://bit.ly/42cFMY4 to learn more.

CPMBS Wants to Help Clean Up
Your Cemetery

CPMBS volunteers are looking to engage in hands-on
activities! We select one or two sites per year in locations
throughout the state for a day of free labor. We have
experts and equipment to remove brush, shrubs, and small
trees in overgrown cemeteries. As time and materials
permit, we may be able to clean individual gravestones.
We are looking to partner with cemeteries that have a
team of volunteers ‘ | &
ready to assist,
that are accessible,
where owner consent
can be obtained,
and where there is
a commitment to
continue maintaining
the grounds. If you
are interested,
please contact us at
mail@cpmbs.org.

L WMemary

Audrey Myrtle Bagby

Cedar Hill Cemetery
Brooklyn Park. Maryland

Gravestone Inscriptions

Volume 11 =

March 19, 1937 -
January 17, 2023

With sadness, we commemorate Audrey Bagby, an
early member of the Coalition to Protect Maryland
Burial Sites. Audrey was a long-time resident of Anne
Arundel who traversed the county locating cemeteries
and transcribing tombstones. With a background in art,
she drew the angel seen on the two volumes of Cedar
Hill Cemetery transcriptions, which she co-authored.
The Coalition recognized her work to promote and
protect cemeteries with a Periwinkle Award in 2006.
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News From
Around the
State

ALLEGANY COUNTY - The Board of County Commissioners formally recognized the Cumberland Historic Cemetery
Organization on its 40th anniversary. CHCO has erected, maintained, and restored hundreds of monuments and
provided public tours of historic gravesites for decades. CHCO is a charter member of CPMBS.

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY - St. Anne’s Cemetery in Annapolis is consulting with Nature Sacred to create a memorial
scatter garden and to install columbaria in their historic cemetery.

HOWARD COUNTY - A recent visit to the Stackhouse family cemetery just west of Lisbon shows that it is in the
process of being cleaned up. The cemetery has been partially cleared of debris, and overgrowth and fallen logs

have been removed.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY - Although known to some, burials associated with Wesley Union Methodist Church have
been receiving recent attention in the press. See http://bit.ly/3J6EJAK and https://wapo.st/3JC54aJ

PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY - The burials of hundreds of enslaved and free African Americans are being uncovered
at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Bowie. For more information, see http://bit.ly/403sivV, http://bit.ly/3ZRlbas,

and http://bit.ly/3LkOLdi

WASHINGTON COUNTY - In 2021, the Coalition helped clean up the Beard Family Cemetery in Smithsburg. Since
then, descendants have removed trees, reinstalled a gate, and added “Private Property - No Trespassing” notices.
Although there is still work to do to clean vegetation and repair/reset tombstones, the momentum continues.



