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  On August 19, Preservation Maryland and the 
Campaign for Historic Trades paid a visit to Harford 
County to hold a cemetery preservation workshop with 
hosts St. James United Cemetery and the adjacent 
Mount Erin Cemetery in Havre de Grace. About 70 
interested participants came from all over the state, 
representing preservation groups, public works, state 

The mission of  the Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites is to promote the preservation and protection
of  the burial sites, cemeteries, and grave yards in Maryland.

parks, genealogists, and elected officials. Reggie Bishop, 
Director of St. James, reported that his cemetery “had 
never welcomed such attention before in its over 120-year 
existence.” 
  Topics covered during the workshop included overviews 
of the history of the two cemeteries — one White Catholic 
(Mount Erin), and the other interdenominational Black 
(St. James), tips for preserving heritage, what to expect 
when visiting a cemetery, safety and equipment needed to 
document and clean stones, and some hands-on experience 
cleaning the headstones and landscape.
  Mr. Bishop, who has created a volunteer group called 
Memorial Preservation Community Projects of Havre de 
Grace to research, educate, and explore the upkeep of 
monuments and memorials, noted, “There is great interest 
and support out there when we reach out and ask.”   
  For more information on the Campaign for Historic Trades, 
see www.preservationmaryland.org

Director of St. James United Cemetery Reggie Bishop leading a tour of 
the cemetery with Zola Barnes of Preservation Maryland looking on.

CEMETERY WORKSHOP IN HARFORD COUNTY

  On July 16, 2022, the reburial of Seaman 1st Class William 
Brooks of Cumberland Gap, TN was held in a public ceremony 
in Glen Burnie, MD. On a day just before what would have 
been his 100th birthday, Seaman Brooks’ remains were laid 
to rest at Glen Haven Memorial Park next to his brother 
rather than in a veteran’s cemetery, according to the family’s 
wishes.

  William Brooks had been 
assigned to the Battleship 
USS Oklahoma at Pearl 
Harbor. When the ship 
was attacked by Japanese 
aircraft on December 7, 
1941, 429 crew members 
died, including Brooks. 
  In 1947, the American 

Graves Registration Service disinterred the war dead from 
several cemeteries that served the Pacific Theater. Uniden-
tified remains were reburied in the National Memorial Cem-
etery of the Pacific, known as the Punchbowl, in Honolulu. 

Beginning in 2015, the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency 
(DPAA) exhumed the remains from the USS Oklahoma for 
analysis. Genealogists worked to find family members while 
scientists extracted DNA samples. By comparing past and 
present DNA, the DPAA has been able to make positive iden-
tifications and reunite the deceased with their families. 
  Brooks’ remains were flown to Maryland where he was 
interred in the presence of family, active-duty Navy service 
members, and the public. His name, which is listed on the 
Wall of the Missing at the Punchbowl, will now be marked 
with a rosette to indicate that at long last, he has been 
accounted for.

PEARL HARBOR VETERAN RETURNED HOME
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TRADER FOUNDATION GRANTS
Grant applications are due January 1, 2023

https://cpmbs.org/trader-foundation/

s

PERIWINKLE AWARDS NOMINATIONS
Due March 15, 2023

www.cpmbs.org/periwinkle-awards/

s

MARYLAND CEMETERY CONFERENCE
SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2023

 Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ
Frederick, MD

Followed by a visit to historic Mount Olivet Cemetery, 
where Francis Scott Key and other notables are buried.

We  look  forward  to seeing you  there!
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STATEWIDE IDENTIFICATION PROJECT
WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
  While there is ample information about larger cemeteries in Maryland, many smaller cemeteries have yet to be 
identified and documented.
  CPMBS is working with various individuals and groups from all over the state to create a standardized database 
of  all the known cemeteries in Maryland. This group hopes to create a map showing the location of  each cemetery 
as well. We are interested in documenting all cemeteries, including ones that no longer exist or have been relocated. 
The state agency that will be responsible for showing the map is still under consideration.  Information from the 
database is on our website. For more information on the project or if  you know of  formerly existing sites or small 
cemeteries, please contact Tina Simmons at tns0301@gmail.com so that we can assure the representation of  all 
these sites.

CPMBS WANTS TO HELP 
CLEAN UP YOUR CEMETERY

CPMBS volunteers are looking to engage in  
hands-on activities. Each year, we select two sites in 

locations throughout the state for a day of  free labor. 
We will have experts and equipment on hand to remove 
brush, shrubs, and small trees in overgrown cemeteries. 
As time and materials permit, we may be able to clean 
individual gravestones. We are looking to partner with 

cemeteries that have a team of  volunteers ready to 
assist, that are accessible, where owner consent can be 

obtained, and where there is a commitment to continue 
maintaining the grounds. If  you are interested, please 

contact us at mail@cpmbs.org. 
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  The Halfway African American Cemetery is located in a residential area of Hagerstown. Although much of the six-acre 
cemetery property was sold off in 1944 to develop the surrounding houses, a small cemetery of less than an acre remains, 
now surrounded by homes. Ground-penetrating radar has shown that some of the estimated 400 graves still exist under 
these neighboring yards. 
  The cemetery was in use from the early nineteenth century to the 1930s. The first recorded burial 
was that of Jesse Guynn, a free black man, in 1844. The cemetery served several Black churches and the African 
American community at large. In 1897, it was purchased by a fraternal organization, the Perseverance Lodge of 
the Order of the Good Samaritans and Daughters of Samaria. However, it fell out of use in the 1930s.
  The recently incorporated Friends of Halfway African American Cemetery has cleaned the cemetery of decades of 
growth and holds twice monthly clean-ups. They hosted An Afternoon at the Cemetery on October 22 and have a Go Fund 
Me site to assist with attorney fees, tree removal, and an IRS nonprofit application.
  Please see their Facebook page for more information at https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064853073592

PROGRESS AT HALFWAY SITE IN WASHINGTON COUNTY

missing. Trash from a nearby eatery littered a portion of the 
cemetery.
  Since then, “No Trespassing” signs have been added, the 
fence lines and cemetery have been cleared of debris so that 
the cemetery is visible to the public, and a reward has been 
offered for information about the vandalism. 
  In the early 20th century, the cemetery dropped off the 
deeds. State tax records now show it on part of a neigh-
boring property about to be developed. Several descendants 
plan to work with the county to create a distinct parcel for 
the cemetery. However, the fate of the remaining stones 
is still questionable as descendants have differing opinions 
about what should happen to them.

  The Linthicum-Lee Cemetery in Edgewater  represents the 
plight of many old family burial grounds. In use from at least 
1829 to 1910, the cemetery contains only five known individ-
uals with three possible additional burials. Despite its small 
size — or perhaps because of it — it has suffered repeated 
vandalism. 
  The cemetery was previously hidden behind a frame house 
that was razed several years ago. Then a local car dealership 
used the grounds as an overflow parking area for new cars. 
More recently, an unknown person cleared the cemetery 

somewhat, leaving it more exposed 
to the businesses that border the 
land where it is located. 
  The cemetery has been overgrown 
and neglected since at least 2012. 
Tombstones were chipped and cov-
ered with dense brush. Recent van-
dalism resulted in the earliest tomb-
stone found in many pieces, with 
another pulled out of the ground and 
left face up. A third tombstone had 
been pulled out of the ground and is 

CEMETERY VANDALIZED IN ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY
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How can you get involved? 

JOIN A CPMBS COMMITTEE
Help to protect Maryland cemeteries by working on one of our committees: Communications, Awards, 

Conference Planning or Finance. Contact Eileen McGuckian to express interest at phileen3@gmail.com.

The Trader Foundation continues to impact the 
welfare and preservation of cemeteries throughout 
the state. The nonprofit offers grants for a variety of 
cemetery projects that can provide applicants with 
funds they need to see their plans to a successful 
completion.

To date, the Trader Foundation has bestowed $70,000 in grants toward 45 projects. Grants awarded in 2022 
included protective fencing installed at the Carroll Family Cemetery in Charles County; rehabilitation of Langley 
Family Cemetery in Anne Arundel County; funding of the PRINCE Project to assist inmates with cemetery 
maintenance tasks; tree removal and fence replacement at Worthington Family Cemetery in Anne Arundel 
County; grave marker repair and new signage at Mt. Zion AME Church Cemetery in Baltimore County; tree and 
overgrowth removal at Oella Cemetery in Baltimore County; and burial ground assessment at St. James AME 
Cemetery in Harford County.

Application deadlines are January 1 and July 1 of each year, and all project scopes will be considered. See  www.
cpmbs/trader-foundation/ for more information, vignettes of past projects, and application form. Donations 
to this 501c3 nonprofit are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.


