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President’s Message 

Let's take inventory: 

Tornadoes: check 

Hurricanes: check 

Monsoons: check 

Flooding: check 

Earthquake: check 

Grave goods theft: check 

Vandalism: check 

Trust theft: check 

Commercial development: check 

I see a pattern here and I am not sure I like what I see. 

It has been a very, very bad summer, and fall is not shaping up to be a write-

home-about good time. What can we do about it? For the first five conditions we 

are pretty much at the mercy of mother nature (or, as the conspiracy theorists, vic-

tims of big government) and we will just have to fix what is fixable and mourn 

what is lost. 

Can we do anything about human avarice? We cannot stop people from diverting 

for personal use the funds a burial ground has received for future upkeep and de-

livery of services no more than we can keep up with big business in their effort to 

maximize profit by the destruction of burial sites. Can we prevent the thieves from 

stealing metal from burial sites to sell for scrap or the senseless destruction of 
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grave markers by bored and irresponsible individu-

als? 

Can we do anything? 

Most people say the law should be strengthened to 

punish those who desecrate those sacred places or 

betray the trust of their fellow peoples. Others say 

the burial site owners or operators should do more 

to secure the sites. 

What can we do? 

What we can't do is sit by and ask what can they 

do. We have to leave the comfort of our laptops 

and living room chairs and get out in the thick of 

the battle grounds. 

For those able to physically take part in restorative 

or preservative actions, get out and clean up a site, 

take inventory of a neglected site, man a booth at a 

fair. Get out and do what you can. For the less ac-

tive, write to the local press, contact your local or 

state government representatives and bodies (this 

will really give you a new found understanding of 

the conspiracy theorists thinking). 

What can the Coalition do? From the looks of the 

participation of the membership; for the most part 

nothing. I've mentioned before that the Coalition 

was founded by a group of concerned individuals 

that wanted to share their expertise and experi-

ences with others of a like minded bent. As the 

Coalition grew so did the rift in helping each other. 

For every one correspondence I receive saying 

someone wants to get involved, I get five that say 

what they expect THE COALITION should do. 

What can the Coalition do? What should the Coali-

tion do? 

That is up to the members. 

We need members that can participate to step for-

ward and participate. We need a quorum at the 

meetings. We need members to actively take part  

in the outreach programs. We need members to 

work with the legislative committee to promote 

sustainable laws and regulations. We need mem-

bers to represent the Coalition at events and meet-

ings. We need members to become committee 

members and officers. 

What we really need is the opportunity for the 

membership to educate the general public and the 

elected officials. 

What we need is participation. 

What can you do? What do you want to do? 

Melvin 

Next Quarterly Board Meeting  

Sunday, October 23, 2011 from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. 

(We have the room until 5 p.m.) 

East Columbia Branch of the Howard County Li-

brary, 6600 Cradlerock Way, Columbia, MD 

21045-4914 

Directions from the Miller Branch Library: 

Head east on Frederick Road toward Plum Tree Dr. 

Turn right onto St. Johns Ln. 

After 1 mile bear to the left to stay on St. Johns Ln. 

Merger onto US-29 S/Columbia Pike via the ramp 

to Washington 

Take exit 18 for Broken Land Parkway/Columbia 

toward Town Center/Owen Brown 

Sharp right onto Broken Land Parkway 

Turn Left onto Cradlerock Way 

Turn right at Overheard Lane 

Destination will be on the right.  

Or check the library website 

http://www.hclibrary.org/index.php?page=20  

for directions from your location. 

Notes from July CPMBS  

Board of Directors quarterly meeting 

Members of the Board of Directors and guests as-

sembled at the historic B&O Railroad Station, Sil-

ver Spring, MD, on July 31, 2011.  Attending were 

President Melvin Mason, Vice President Jeff Nes-

meyer, Secretary Eileen McGuckian, and Board 

members Kristin Kraske, Barbara Kraske, Gary 

Kraske, and Tom Mason, plus guests Leonard Be-

craft and Amanda Becker.  Because no quorum was 

present, official business that required a vote could 

not be conducted. 

Board members reported on current issues and pro-

jects: St. Peter’s Cemetery (Melvin), Membership 



Page 3 Coalition  Courier Fall 2011 

(Kristin), and 2012 annual meeting (Barbara, 

Gary, and Eileen).  Kristin needs to meet with 

Treasurer Knust regarding membership renewals 

and wants to encourage exchanges with similar 

and cemetery-related groups.  Jeff distributed cop-

ies of the new membership brochure and business 

cards for board use.  He showed a new tri-board 

that can travel and spread the word. 

Amanda reported on Outreach Committee events 

in August and October.  She was enthusiastic 

about “small seminars” (keeping tombstones 

above water, repairs, artists and writers in Balti-

more, Tea and Tombstones) and the Faerie Festi-

val in May.  Tom and Melvin suggested develop-

ing a training class on cleaning gravestones as one 

of our outreach seminars. The CPMBS gift shop 

has earned $550 in the past 3 months, and inven-

tory has been selling well.  Melvin reminded the 

group that legislation is an important objective, 

and that the Coalition hasn’t had adequate re-

sources recently; he suggested a Vice President for 

legislation, hoping this will spur interest and ac-

tion. 

The next quarterly Board meeting is set for Sun-

day, October 23, 2011, at East Columbia Library 

in Howard County.  Items to be discussed are pro-

posed revisions to membership and meeting sec-

tions of the By-Laws, including pros and cons of 

Honorary and Life memberships,    planning for 

the 2012 annual meeting, a “cemetery watch” pro-

gram, and road trips to cemeteries such as St. Pe-

ter’s in Baltimore.   

Respectfully submitted, Eileen McGuckian, Secre-

tary 

Outreach Committee 

Kristin Kraske, Gary Kraske, and Brenda McNeal 

manned the Coalition’s booth at the Hand’s On 

History Day at the Howard County Fairgrounds on 

August 10th. Kristin’s report can be found begin-

ning on this page. Melvin and Thomas Mason at-

tended the St. Vincent’s Cemetery Preservation 

Meeting in Baltimore on September 17th. The 

minutes can be found beginning on page 5.   Jeff 

and Diane Nesmeyer assisted Tina Simmons, Den-

nis Green, and the Anne Arundel Genealogical 

Society with their Inscription Day on July 9th at 

St. Anne’s Cemetery and again on September 17th 

at Holy Cross Cemetery.   Diane Nesmeyer 

Group  at St. Anne’s Cemetery  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kristin Kraske 

Hands-On History Day at  

Howard County Fair 

The Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites set 

up a display on August 10 at the Howard County 

Fair for Hands-On History Day.  Representing 

CPMBS this year were Brenda McNeal, Gerhardt 

Kraske and me, Kristin Kraske. 

Hands-On History Day is intended as exactly what 

the name implies – being able to touch and feel 

something related to the past, as well as promoting 

the organizations showing them.  The CPMBS ex-

hibit features a carved stone tablet along with paper 

and crayons to have a “stone-rubbing” experience.  

We also used our new (temporary) tri-fold display  
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Brenda McNeal 

board there as well as photographs of local grave-

yards. 

Hands-On History is the only fair feature stationed 

that Wednesday in the 4-H Building at the fair-

grounds, which is near the fair entrance and the 

midway, set back a bit from the thoroughfares.  

The 4-H Building is a nice place to be for an ex-

hibitor.  It is enclosed and air-conditioned, with 

bathrooms in the same room, always within 50 

feet!  There are about 22 tables in the building for 

exhibiting, of which we were allowed two.  There 

is some kitchen facility, so the Fair provides cof-

fee, water and some pastry.  The primary cafeteria 

for the fair is a few buildings down, and we often 

go there for lunchtime.   Also, oftentimes, Fair golf 

carts can be retained to help move you and your 

exhibit in or out of the fairgrounds (we are usually 

able to use our vehicles to drop off things right at 

the door in the morning). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary Kraske 

This year the Fair extended Hands-On History Day 

to two “shifts”, whereas in earlier years we had just 

one, often from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  We were told we 

could have one shift or all day, which is now 10am-

8pm.  All three of us had decided we could not stay 

longer than the 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. shift, so CPMBS 

had no table beyond that time.  We were happy that 

a whole day was possible, though.  Perhaps in the 

future some members will find it possible to take 

an evening shift – foot traffic might be better at 

night, anyway! 

Brenda did a bang-up job of luring people and en-

gaging them.  We had some of our most productive 

discussions with other exhibitors there, such as 

from the National Road organization and the Pres-

ervation Howard County people.  A few people 

brought up concerns about gravesites they know.  

Near the end of the shift children started coming 

and wanting to do the rubbings, and more people 

were talking!  This may be a sign that evenings are 

even better for CPMBS. 

Kristin Kraske 

 Table with the temporary display board 

  

 2012 CPMBS Annual Meeting 

Help design the 2012 annual meeting with topics, 

speakers, and activities of interest to you!  Planning 

is under way, with Barbara and Gary Kraske and 

Eileen McGuckian proposing Howard County as 

the venue and considering May 5th as the date.  All 

assistance is welcome. 

Some suggested topics: Maryland cemetery protec-

tion laws on the books now, cemetery inventory 
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projects, stone conservation, creating a website.  

And of course, visits to local cemeteries.  A new 

President and Vice President will be elected at the 

annual meeting, and nominations are being ac-

cepted now for prestigious Periwinkle Awards.  

Do you have items for the Silent Auction or other 

ideas for the event?   Contact Eileen McGuckian at 

301-468-7331.    

Eileen McGuckian 

Upcoming Cemetery Events 

Maryland Historical Society 

October 22nd, 2011 10:30 a.m.  through   2:30 

p.m. 

Who's Who in Baltimore: A Visit to Famous Por-

traits and Gravesites 

See portraits of important Marylanders at the 

Maryland Historical Society, and then visit their 

graves with guided tours through Green Mount 

Cemetery. 

Lunch is included.  

Maryland Historical Society, 201 W. Monument 

St., Baltimore, MD 21201 

Phone: 410-685-3750 ext. 377; Email: 

events@mdhs.org 

Event Fee(s); Members  $ 35.00,  

Non- Members  $ 50.00 

* * * * 

Greent Mount Cemetery Walking Tours 

Saturday, October 8, 15, 22. 29  

Opened in 1839 as the city's first urban-rural 

cemetery, Green Mount is the final resting place of 

Johns Hopkins, Enoch Pratt, William and Henry 

Walters, Mary Elizabeth Garrett, Theodore 

McKeldin, John Wilkes Booth, Betsy Patterson, 

Walter Lord, and other famous Marylanders.  

Tours begin at 9:30 a.m. from the main gate lo-

cated at Greenmount Avenue and East Oliver 

Street, and are led by Baltimore historian and edu-

cator Wayne R. Schaumburg.  Reservations are 

required.   For information, call 410-256-2180, or 

email: wayne.schaumburg@gmail.com. 

* * * * 

Cemetery Talk October 22nd 

Mark your calendars for an interesting program on 

historic cemeteries. On Saturday, October 22, Hig-

gins Cemetery Association and Peerless Rockville 

are sponsoring a presentation by archaeologist Lyle 

Torp. Lyle's talk will be on “The Preservation and 

Archaeology of Forgotten Family Cemeteries.” 

Lyle is President of The Ottery Group, an Olney-

based historic preservation and environmental pro-

tection company. He is very familiar with Higgins 

Cemetery as he supervised archaeology there in 

2007 - work that resulted in the discovery of there-

tofore unknown graves. He has done extensive 

work in historic cemeteries throughout the Mid-

Atlantic area. 

The program will be at the historic Red Brick 

Courthouse, 29 Courthouse Square, in Rockville, 

and will begin at 1:00 p.m. Parking is available 

around Courthouse Square and in the lot behind the 

Courthouse (accessed from West Jefferson Street). 

October 22 is also Community Service Day, and 

Peerless Rockville invites volunteers to help spruce 

up Haiti Cemetery, a 19th century community bur-

ial ground on Martin’s Lane, near the Rockville 

Swim Center. Bring work gloves, clippers, rakes, 

recycle bags, and work from 9 a.m. until noon. (for 

further info, see www.peerlessrockville.org)  We 

suggest afterwards, bring your lunch to the Court-

house to eat and enjoy the presentation at 1:00 pm. 

Drinks and dessert will be provided. 

Eileen McGuckian 

News from the Counties 

Baltimore 

Members of the St. Vincent Cemetery Restoration 

Group met at Clifton Mansion on Saturday, Sep-

tember 17, 2011.  Those in attendance were Fran 

Lane, Tom Fink, Nancy Sheads of Maryland State 

Archives, Bob Venanzi, Jackie Wheeler, Joann 

Wheeler, Les Town, Stephanie Town, Ed Arthur of 

MD Historical Society and MD Genealogical Soci-

ety, and Melvin Mason, President of the Coalition 

to Protect Maryland Burial Sites. 

Our members living in the Baltimore region have 

been very fortunate to be able to meet at the Clifton 

Mansion, the office for Civic Works Baltimore.  

John Ciekot, Special Projects Director, and Earl 
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Millett, Community Development Director, have 

alternated being available to unlock the door to the 

mansion so that we can meet on a Saturday after-

noon rather during regular business hours.  Civic 

Works is a non-profit organization providing very 

admirable services to the Baltimore community.  

Please check out the Civic Works website and 

learn more about the community service activities 

of this organization: 

http://www.civicworks.com/about/ 

Jea Chapman, Director of Friends of Clifton Park, 

has been very instrumental in supporting our pro-

ject and advising us on efforts to improve St. Vin-

cent Cemetery.  Please check out the Friends of 

Clifton Park website: 

http://friendsofcliftonpark.org/.  Civic Works and 

Friends of Clifton Park are models on how to raise 

community awareness and funding for their par-

ticular projects.  They get things done by encour-

aging people to work together. 

Members of the CPMBS have attended our meet-

ings and clean-up events offering support and 

guidance regarding our efforts to return dignity to 

St. Vincent Cemetery.  For more information on 

CPMBS, please check out this website:   

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mdcpmbs/coa

lition01.htm 

Prior to the hurricane storms of a couple weeks 

ago, surveyors from S. J. Martenet Co., Inc. in-

stalled four concrete monument markers on the 

rectangle parcel and two metal rebar markers and 

one metal spike in the driveway on the triangle 

parcel where it meets the rectangle.  A defined 

boundary was a requirement to have a crew from 

the Inmate Public Works Department clear-cut 

weeds from the cemetery.  Father Lawrence will 

inspect the markers when the ground begins to dry. 

Warden John Rowley of the Inmate Public Works 

Department was alerted that the boundary markers 

are installed.  We alerted Mr. Rowley that the 

cemetery grounds are extremely saturated with lots 

of standing water due to heavy rainfall from hurri-

canes during the last few weeks.  This makes 

walking very difficult and impossible to use lawn 

mowers.  Mr. Rowley responded that he is in the 

process of assembling a crew to begin work clear-

ing the weeds.  He wants to wait until the ground 

dries out sufficiently so the crew can work effec-

tively. 

Stephanie reported that she has begun contacting 

some organizations looking for grant funding.  

Those organizations are: 

– Maryland Historical Trust – Attended work-

shop in Westminster MD on September 14th. 

– Parks and People Foundation Baltimore 

– Chesapeake Bay Trust 

– Blue Water Baltimore 

Members of the group discussed the need to con-

tinue the pursuit of non-profit status for our group.  

All agreed that it would make fundraising easier.  

Stephanie reported that Al Hannan has agreed to 

assist the group by filing necessary paperwork for a 

501(c)(3) designation.  He has forwarded a copy of 

sample bylaws.  Stephanie will discuss with mem-

bers the sample bylaws.  Members will agree to 

modify them for St. Vincent Cemetery.  Members 

of the group are urged to volunteer to become 

board members of Friends of St. Vincent Cemetery. 

Stephanie received an invitation from the Friendly 

Sons of St. Patrick to set up a table for St. Vincent 

Cemetery at the Irish Festival to be held at Timo-

nium Fairgrounds the weekend of November 12th.  

This is an opportunity for members of our group to 

tell the story of St. Vincent Cemetery to 20,000+ 

people attending the festival, and attempt to attract 

more members to help return dignity to our ances-

tors’ burial ground. 

Volunteers are urgently needed to help with the 

SVC table at the Irish Festival in Timonium the 

weekend of November 12th. 

The group discussed contacting groups affiliated 

with the Italian Festival so that our members can 

attend and attract more members to help with our 

St. Vincent Donations. 

Members discussed the need to raise funds to con-

tinue to keep the weeds cut at St. Vincent Ceme-

tery. 

Volunteers are needed from the online group and 

members in the Baltimore region to assist with ad-

vertising cemetery activities in Baltimore church 

bulletins, and other area publications. 

Peter Storm, veteran of Battle of Yorktown 1781 

and Battle of Baltimore 1814, is buried in St. Vin-

cent Cemetery.  A couple of months ago Nancy 
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Sheads contributed information on Peter Storm to 

the group.  Stephanie discussed a need for addi-

tional information regarding Peter Storm, as well 

as his burial at SVC.  Perhaps this information 

could add historical significance to SVC, and at-

tract assistance from members of the Society for 

the War of 1812 as they plan events beginning in 

2012.   

Submitted by Stephanie Town 

Calvert County 

SoMdNews.Com 

Friday, August 26, 2011 

Dunkirk cemetery auction canceled 

by Carol Harvat, Staff Writer 

The foreclosure sale for Southern Memorial Gar-

dens was canceled. Approximately 50 plot owners 

were on hand at the Calvert County Circuit Court.  

The auctioneer and the trustee would not tell the 

group if there were any interested parties that reg-

istered as bidders, just that the sale was canceled.  

The plot owners are upset and concerned about the 

plight of the plots that they own.  

The owner  of the cemetery Danny Martin  told the 

reporter, “We are not authorized to do business. 

We can’t even cut the grass.” Danny Martin re-

ported, “He has 35 criminal charges against him 

that were assessed by the Office of Cemetery 

Oversight, and other employees who worked for 

Southern Memorial Gardens also have charges 

against them.” 

* * * *  

Woman Alleges Cemetery Sold Mother’s Burial 

Plot; Southern Memorial Gardens Has Troubled 

History 

By Andrea McCarren 

9 News Now 

September 15, 2011 

The history of this cemetery is terrible. The previ-

ous owner (Larry Deffenbaugh) was convicted of 

defrauding customers out of more than $2M.  The 

new owner is facing charges for operating the 

cemetery without a license. Now a family member 

found a new double stone on her mother’s grave, 

and her mother didn’t order it.  

The Office of Cemetery Oversight would like to 

hear from any other plot owners that believe their 

plots have been resold. 

* * * *  

SoMdNews.Com 

Friday, September 16, 2011 

County rushes to aid overgrown cemetery 

By Meghan Russell, Staff Writer 

Southern Memorial Gardens is overgrown and fam-

ily members and other concerned citizens are doing 

what they can to keep the burial sites of their loved 

ones trimmed. Calvert County may step in to mow 

the grass and once the work is done the county can 

attach a lien to the property. The current or future 

owners will be required to repay the costs.  

According to the article the foreclosure sale that 

was scheduled in August was canceled due to a 

lack of interested bidders.  The current owner is not 

licensed to operate the 30,000-acre cemetery so he 

is not cutting the grass. The burials can only con-

tinue if conducted by an independent contractor.   

Summary by Diane Nesmeyer 

Caroline County 

Federalsburg cemetery vandalized overnight 

By Abby Andrews, Staff Writer 

Wednesday, August 17, 2011 

Sometime between 3 p.m. Monday and 7:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, 31 headstones and monuments were 

topped at the Hillcrest Cemetery. A 30-year mem-

ber of the cemetery committee found the vandalism 

and said that this was only the second time that he 

can remember such widespread vandalism. The 

previous incident was 22 years ago.  

There was insurance but the committee member is 

unsure if the insurance will cover repairs.  An ad-

juster was to visit the site and prepare an estimate. 

Federalsburg Police are asking for the public’s 

help. If you have information you can call the po-

lice at (410) 754-8966. 

The Federalsburg Police are working with the 

Greensburg Police who are investigating vandalism 

at “an abandoned Methodist cemetery” between 

August 5th and 6th. 
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2 Federalsburg Cemeteries Vandalized 

WBOC 16 News 

August 18, 2011 

Reports of desecrated headstones at the Union 

United Methodist Church’s cemetery were made 

on Thursday morning (August 18th).  The vandal-

ism is in addition to that which took place at Hill-

crest Cemetery between the 15th and 16th of Au-

gust.   

Federalsburg Police will be seeking assistance 

from the Maryland State Police and the Caroline 

County Sheriff’s Office. Any information for ei-

ther act can be reported in confidence to the Fede-

ralsburg Police at (410) 754-8966.  

Summary by Diane Nesmeyer   

 

Maine Old Cemetery Association 

Maine Old Cemetery Association (known as 

MOCA) is the Pine State’s version of CPMBS.  

The group organized in 1968 to report and honor 

projects of cemetery preservation and restoration, 

to report instances of neglect or desecration of 

cemeteries, to report other matters of interest about 

the care of old cemeteries, to interest and stimulate 

the people of Maine in caring for their cemeteries, 

and to provide opportunities for exchange of infor-

mation. 

Over the past four decades, MOCA has built up a 

large membership, produces three programs and 

four newsletters each year, and continues to as-

semble a database of about 6,000 cemeteries in the 

state.  It has published transcriptions linking 

names, cemeteries, and towns for use by families 

and genealogists, and a book of cemetery-related 

information entitled Maine Cemetery Tramper’s 

Companion.  In June 2011, MOCA hosted the an-

nual meeting of the Association for Gravestone 

Studies at Colby College in Waterville, providing 

local flavor and expertise to delighted attendees 

from throughout the country.     

Website: www.rootsweb.com/~memoca/moca.htm 

Eileen McGuckian 

[Editor's note:  This is the first in a series of brief 

introductions to state-wide and regional nonprofits 

with goals similar to those of the Coalition.  What 

do they consider important and how can we learn 

from them?   In their experiences, programs, prob-

lem-solving, and publications are ideas, advice, and 

perhaps partnerships that will help us to preserve 

our Maryland burial grounds.] 

Websites  

National Park Service’s List of Civil War Era Na-

tional Cemeteries: Honoring Those Who Served 

The National Park service has created online guides 

to Civil War Era National Cemeteries.  The follow-

ing are links to the four Maryland cemeteries. 

Annapolis National Cemetery, Annapolis 

http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/national_cem

eteries/Maryland/Annapolis_National_Cemetery.ht

ml 

Antietam National Cemetery, Sharpsburg 

http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/national_cem

eteries/Maryland/Antietam_National_Cemetery.ht

ml 

Loudon Park National Cemetery, Baltimore 

http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/national_cem

eteries/Maryland/Loudon_Park_National_Cemeter

y.html 

Point Lookout Confederate Cemetery, Ridge 

http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/national_cem

eteries/Maryland/Point_Lookout_Confederate_Ce

metery.html 

Courier Contributors 

Hats of to Eileen McGuckian, Kristin Kraske, 

Melvin Mason, Brenda  McNeal, and Stephanie 

Town for their contributions to this issue. 

Reminder, the next deadline is December 15th. No 

invitation for articles is necessary. If your article 

relates to a Maryland cemetery it will be most wel-

come. Only requirement is to send your article in 

electronic format to de_nesmeyer@yahoo.com.  

 

Stranger stop and cast and eye, 

As you are now, so once was I, 

As I am now, so you will be, 

Prepare for death, and follow me. 
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The Courier 

The Coalition Courier is published quarterly by the Coalition to Protect Mary-
land Burial Sites, Inc., P. O. Box 1533, Ellicott City, Maryland 21041, (410) 

772-8602.  Members of the Coalition receive the Courier as part of their 
membership which runs from June 1 through May 31st of each year.  Individ-

ual memberships are $10.00, household memberships are $15, student mem-

berships (grade 12 and under) are $5, and organizational memberships are 
$20.00 per year.  Dues should be mailed to the Membership Chairperson at 

the address listed above.  

The President, Board of Directors, and the Courier editors encourage all 

members to submit articles to the Courier.  They further invite members to 
write to the Courier with questions or comments about any topic that pertains 

to burial sites. The topics can include preservation, protection, restoration and 

maintenance, historical and cultural significance, and documentation. They 
are also looking for questions or comments you may have about the Coalition. 

The questions, answers, and comments will be printed in future editions of the 

Courier. This is an opportunity for you to learn more about your Coalition and 

to have questions answered that you may have regarding burial sites. 

All articles, questions, items of interest may be sent directly to the Coalition 
at the address listed above or e-mailed to the editors at their address listed 

below. 

Reprint Policy 

Permission is granted for noncommercial reprint of any material in this news-
letter provided credit is given to the author and this newsletter.  This excludes 

copyright material for which this newsletter has permission to publish.  

Coalition’s Objectives 

The Coalition, through its members in each county, hope to reach out to all 

areas of the state to: 

Facilitate the exchange of information among individuals and organizations 

concerned about the protection of Maryland burial sites. 

Increase public awareness of the historic and cultural significance of burial 

sites and the serious threats to them. 

Draft and gain passage of new laws to more effectively deal with criminal 
acts against burial sites and to establish effective and uniform procedures for 

the protection and preservation of burial sites regardless of their age, cultural 

affiliation or condition. 

Organize support for stronger laws in Maryland to protect burial sites--Native 

American burials as well as traditional cemeteries. 

Raise funds for statewide public education programs, focused on burial site 

protection, and to provide information and guidance to any government 

agency, group, organization or individual interested in preserving human 

burial sites. 

Editors 

Diane and Jeff Nesmeyer, de_nesmeyer@yahoo.com 

14326 Springbrook Ct., Woodbridge, VA  22193-3421 

2010 Publication Deadlines 

Spring   March 15, 2011 

Summer   June 15, 2011 

Fall   September 15, 2011 

Winter   December 15, 2011 

 

  

Board Meetings  

Board meetings are held quarterly and scheduled by the President. Meetings are 

first posted on the Coalition’s Web Site and announced in the issue of the Courier 

published just prior to the meeting. 

The Annual Meeting is held during the board meeting in April of each year.  

Election of new officers and Board members takes place as well as presentation of 

the annual reports, adoption of the budget for the coming year, and presentation of 

the Periwinkle Awards.   

 

2011-2012 Officers and Board of Directors 

  Officers 

President   Melvin Mason  (301) 325-1248 

   pres@cpmbs.org 

Vice President  Jeff Nesmeyer  (703) 680-7724 

   vp@cpmbs.org 

Treasurer   Jac Knust  (410) 465-8900  

                   treas@cpmbs.org 

Recording Secretary  Eileen McGuckian, (301) 468-7331  

                   sec@cpmbs.org 

Past President  Gerhardt Kraske  (410) 730-8278 

   Board of Directors 

Thomas Mason  (PG County) (301) 736-4058 

   Thom.mason@gmail.com 

James Lanier  (Baltimore County)  (443) 341-6433    

   rosabonheursociety@juno.com           

Paul Miller    (Howard County) (410) 465-9158 

   ecpim@aol.com 

Gerhardt Kraske  (Howard County) (410) 730-8278 

   gpkbmkmd@aol.com 

Candy Warden  (Baltimore County) (443) 341-6433 

   rosabonheursociety@juno.com 

Brenda McNeal  (Howard County) (410) 917-3257 

   mcnealb@hotmail.com 

Sandra Wright  (Montgomery County) (301) 520-9557 

   swrightplace@msn.com 

Robert Mosko  (717) 633-8092 

   robertmosko@embarqmail.com 

Barbara Kraske   (Howard) (410) 730-8278 

   gpkbmkmd@aol.com 

Kristin Kraske   (Howard) (410) 461-6313 

   rebelkris@comcast.net 

Edward Taylor, Jr.   Allegany County 

   (301) 722-4624 

 

Standing Committees 

Archives Awards  Events  Courier 

Finance Fund Raising Legislative  Nominating 

Outreach Publicity  Family Remembrance 

 

  

Web Site 

http://www.cpmbs.org 
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Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites 

Membership Form 
 

NOTE:  This is NOT a renewal notification; it is provided for convenience only.   

Membership year is June 1 through May 31st 

 

 Name______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City_________________________County_________________State________ ZIP______________________ 

Phone______________________E-mail_____________________________Date_________________ 

 

____New                   Annual Membership Rates:   Individual………………………$ 10 

____Renewal                                                                     Student (grade 12 and under)…$  5 

                                                Organization………………… ..$ 20 

       Household……………………..$ 15 

Questions? Call Kristin Kraske,            Make Checks Payable to:         Coalition to Protect Maryland 

Membership  (410) 461-6313                                                                 Burial Sites, Inc. 

                                                                                                          P.O. Box 1533 

                                                                                                         Ellicott City, MD  21041-1533 

Can you help us in our various efforts?  Please list occupations / skills / interest. ________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Coalition Courier 

P. O. Box 1533 

Ellicott City, MD  21041-1533 

 

Forwarding & Return Postage Guaranteed 

Address Correction Requested 


