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On Saturday, April 17, 2010, the Kent Manor Inn on Kent Island in Queen Anne’s

County was the place to be. The Inn was the setting for the 19th Annual Meeting of
the Coalition. There were a total of 38 people in attendance.
KMI provided morning refreshments of pastries and coffee, tea, and juice. The
silent auction table opened early in the morning with many items, donated by the
members, available for bidding. Frances Becker graciously manned the gift shop
while Amanda Becker made sure everything else for the meeting ran smoothly.
After the attendees registered they found a gift bag waiting for them at their seats,
along with a coffin shaped tin of mints, the program, and a packet of information
regarding the cemetery tours for later in the day.
The gift bag was the brainchild of Amanda Becker. She came up with the central
theme for the bags and determined what items should be included. Amanda found
individuals and organizations willing to donate money and items for the bags.
Then she purchased and collected all the items. On the outside of the bag Amanda
attached three “mourning” cards. The cards were definitely a collaborative under-
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taking. Lora Lake found the information for the
cards in which she and Kerry Lake printed. Lora
Lake and Amanda Becker decorated the printed
cards using ribbons, black backgrounds, and cemetery-themed inked stamps. One card contained the
recipe for funeral cakes that our speaker Linda
Collier discussed, one card contained the epitaph
for Colin Ferguson whose gravestone can be found
in the Shrewsbury churchyard in Kent County, and
the last card contained the story of the wife of Rev.
Daniel Maynadier. The inside of the bag contained
a mirror that can be used to highlight hard to read
gravestone inscriptions, a knee pad to use when
inscribing or photographing gravestones, a tape
measure to accurately obtain the measurements of
the gravestones, a sample of Old Bay Seasoning,
note pads, pens, pocket calendars, and other handouts.

The contents of our gift bags!
At 9 a.m. President Melvin Mason opened the
meeting. He welcomed all who made the trip to
Kent Island and gave his report. His message can
be found on pages 4 and 5. Gary Kraske gave the
Treasurer’s report. The minutes of the previous
Board Meeting were approved. Various committee
chairs discussed the activities of their committee.
The elections were next on the agenda. The penultimate draft of the new preservation book was presented by the Outreach Committee and a copy was
circulated. President Melvin Mason and Vice
President Jeff Nesmeyer were elected to a new two
-year term. Kristin Kraske was elected to 1-year
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term as Treasurer. The very important Secretary’s
position is open, so anyone interested in holding
this position should contact President Melvin Mason. Candy Warden and James Lanier were elected
to a new two-year term as Directors. Thomas Mason, Paul Miller, Sandra Wright, Brenda McNeal,
and Robert Mosko will begin their second year of
their two-year term as Directors.
Our first speaker
was
Timothy
Greenleaf.
Mr.
Greenleaf is employed by National
Geographic and his
article “The Cutting
Edge” appeared in
the
September/
October 2003 issue
of Chesapeake Life
Magazine.
Mr.
Greenleaf’s program included the
photographs of the
cemeteries that he took for his article and other
cemetery photographs that he has taken over the
years. The Chesapeake Life Magazine article can
be read at: http://www.chesapeakelifemag.com/
index.php/cl/article/3218/.
Our second speaker of the day was Linda Collier, a
native of Queen Anne’s County. Ms. Collier’s
program was entitled “Sentiment and Sorrow,
Mourning Practices in the Late 19th Century.” She
dressed the part of a woman in mourning as she
explained to the group how people, mainly women,
behaved and appeared during the period of mourning. She discussed the customs, activities, and
items associated with someone in mourning. She
provided the group with an extensive handout that
included the customs, the symbols of mourning,
and mourning superstitions. One superstition I remember as a child, “Absolutely do not step on a
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Society for their work and efforts at the St. Nicholas Cemetery on board Patuxent River Naval Air
Station, St. Mary’s County.
Additional information regarding their work can be
found on pages 5 and 6. Each recipient spoke about
their project.

grave.” Do you remember that one? Thank goodness I stopped worrying about stepping on graves
because now, when I want to get a good picture of
a gravestone, I can’t avoid standing on the grave.
In addition to the very interesting program Ms.
Collier brought along her extensive collection of
mourning items. As she spoke of the various customs, clothing, and adornments she selected items
from her collection to show the audience.
Following lunch, Amanda Becker announced the
recipients of the Periwinkle Awards for 2010.
Amanda and Melvin Mason presented the award
to the Rosa Bonheur Society which preserves the
Rosa Bonheur Memorial Park in Elkridge, Maryland. Candy Warden, James Lanier, and David
Simpson accepted the award on behalf of the Society. The second award was presented to Scott
Lawrence and St. Mary’s County Genealogical

Several members stepped forward to make announcements including Edward Taylor, Jr. of the
Cumberland Historic Cemetery Association and
Ann Brockett. Lora Lake spoke a few minutes
about the two cemeteries the group would be visiting in the afternoon.
At approximately 2 p.m. the gift shop closed and
the silent auction ended. Both endeavors were declared a success. A further report on the silent auction can be found on pages 6 and 7.
At the conclusion of the meeting the members
drove to Broad Creek Cemetery and then onto Stevensville Cemetery. Lora Lake was available at both
cemeteries to answer questions and to guide the
participants to noteworthy burials.

Lora Lake at the silent auction table.

Frances Becker at the sales table.

The Board has declared the Annual Meeting a success. There was a good turnout considering many
members had to drive, early in the morning, to Kent
Island to attend the meeting. Our treasurer reported
that there was a profit this year, which is no small
act considering the expenses involved to hold an
event of this caliber. Amanda worked tirelessly to
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find sponsors for the event and she succeeded in
keeping the costs down and still putting together a
memorable event. Bravo Amanda!
More pictures of the Annual Meeting can be found
at http://www.flickr.com/photos/25903886@N00/
sets/72157623855003049/.
Submitted by Diane Nesmeyer

President’s Message
[The following message was given to the members
during the Annual Meeting and reprinted here for
the benefit of the members who were unable to
attend the meeting.]
Welcome to the 19th Annual Meeting of the Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites Inc. and welcome to historic Kent Manor Inn.
Our meeting today will deviate from the typical
annual meeting in that we will conduct minimal
business and devote the majority of the meeting to
the presentations and awards. At some point we
will try to elect officers for the next term.
The officers and committees will report on their
current status in as brief a manner as possible and
still communicate the important information of the
Coalition’s status.
I would like to thank this year’s annual meeting
planning committee who, without their immense
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efforts and work, we would not be meeting here
today. The Chair for the Committee is Amanda
Becker; aided by Diane and Jeff Nesmeyer, Lora
Lake, Brenda McNeal, Robert Mosko, and Tom
Mason. A special thank you is extended to Frances
Becker for her help and assistance in preparing for
the meeting and manning the gift shop sales table.
The Coalition is ending a year of unusual activity
that is not typical of the past years. We continued
to field queries about burial grounds; how to; what
about; why is it; and other questions that are not
easily answered. We have fielded most of the
questions either through referrals or reference.
Many of the questions were of a legal nature and
were referred to legal resources. A goodly number
were requests for assistance in rehabilitating and
repairing neglected and abandoned burial grounds.
We made many site visits in following up on queries and were able to offer guidance on possible
courses of action.
One of the Committees reporting today is the Outreach Committee. The Outreach Committee has
been meeting for the last 18 months and has produced a document based on the Conservation
Handbook that contains a road map to prepare and
equip a person or a group with the information necessary to assist in guiding them through the basics
of repairing and conserving those burial sites in
need of care.
Many of the topics covered in the document are
those topics we most often encounter. Although the
information is necessarily generic in nature, it is
translatable to a majority of situations we encounter. The more fluid topics are dealt with in the appendices and attachments in order to easily update
and keep them current. The current document is 59
pages, exclusive of the appendices. The appendices
are of an equal length.
As an organization, the face of the Coalition is primarily the web page. We don’t have a staff in an
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office fielding calls and requests. We do have an
email address as well as a place on the web page to
directly enter queries.

of St. Anne's Cemetery in Annapolis on May 8th.
More information about our experience and future
transcription dates can be found on pages 7 and 8.

The document will add a dimension of information
delivery that can be referenced for most situations.
This is a vision we have developed for the direction of the Coalition. This is where we see we can
provide the most help to those that need it and
maximize the resources we do have.

There are several links in this issue of the Courier.
Since the URLs are lengthy we suggest you visit
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mdcpmbs/
newsletter.html and click on the Summer Issue.
The newsletter will open as a PDF but you can still
click on the links. The many pictures in this issue
can likewise be seen in color. Grayscale doesn’t
always do the pictures justice.

Since the document is not quite ready for publishing we only brought one copy of the body of the
document for your review. The Committee will
have the entire document ready for publication by
late summer.
Enough about the road ahead. We have two speakers that I am sure you will enjoy and learn from.
After lunch, we will make the Periwinkle Award
presentations. At the close of the meeting, we invite you to tour the Broad Creek Cemetery and the
Stevensville cemetery with us. Please take a moment to visit our gift shop and the silent auction.
Thank you for being with us today and we hope
you find the meeting enjoyable and edifying.
Melvin Mason, President

Editors’ Corner
The Annual Meeting is behind us and if you
missed it, you missed a good one. The Committee
headed by Amanda Becker is pleased that the day
went well and grateful to all the attendees that
made the trip to Kent Island. A full report can be
found beginning on page 1. The first Board Meeting of the new administration was held on May
23rd. The Officers and Board would like to remind
everyone that the Board Meetings are open to all
members. The notice of time and location of the
next meeting can be found on page 13.
We had the opportunity to help the Anne Arundel
County Genealogical Society transcribe a section

We would like to thank Melvin Mason, Leonard
Becraft, Kristin Kraske, Amanda Becker, and Ann
Horvath for their contributions to this issue.
Diane and Jeff Nesmeyer

Periwinkle Award Recipients for 2010
The Coalition, in its efforts to bring the plight of
historic cemeteries to the forefront, has created the
Periwinkle Award as its annual award for recognition of individuals and organizations that have
helped to save Maryland’s burial sites from neglect, desecration, and other illegal activities. The
Coalition chose the periwinkle plant (also called
vinca minor) because it was planted in 18th and 19th
century cemeteries as a beautiful flowering ground
cover that was both durable and maintenance-free.
The Coalition looks for individuals or groups that
have shown an outstanding effort, perseverance,
and positive attitude in helping to save an historic
cemetery. The recipients need strength to continue
the fight for protection of their burial sites and perseverance and positive attitude to protect these precious and historic places.
One of our winners this year was the Rosa Bonheur
Society which preserves the Rosa Bonheur Memorial Park in Elkridge, Maryland. This cemetery
was formed in 1935 and operated until 2002.
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Candy Warden, James Lanier, and David Simpson
formed the Rosa Bonheur Society in 2007 after an
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locations and recorded the information found on
the grave markers. Then the Navy ordered the
markers to be laid flat and the ground and markers
covered with soil.
Mr. Lawrence has spent the last 7+ years
“resurrected” this cemetery. To date there have
been approximately 215 headstones and 150 footstones re-erected. St. Nicholas Cemetery is over
150 years old of which the last 60 years it has been
hidden underground. If Mr. Lawrence had not
taken on this project there would eventually be no
one alive who remembered the burial ground that
once existed on the grounds of St. Nicholas Chapel.

Candy Warden, James Lanier, Melvin Mason,
Amanda Becker, and David Simpson
other volunteer group could no longer care for the
cemetery. They have worked almost every Sunday
since then taking care of landscaping, painting
gates, benches, and locating memorials. Petitioning for the introduction of a bill to protect pet
cemeteries and recording and gathering information of memorials in Rosa Bonheur has been a tremendous task for the Society. The group has
started a website, has located people who have pets
buried in Rosa Bonheur, and has started a twice
yearly newsletter. We are pleased to honor this
hard working, conscientious group who cares for
the final resting places of all creatures great and
small.
Our second recipient is Scott Lawrence and St.
Mary’s County Genealogical Society. Mr. Lawrence of St. Mary’s County learned from his
grandfather that his ancestors were buried at St.
Nicholas Cemetery at Patuxent River Naval Air
Station. Lawrence was familiar with the St.
Nicholas Chapel on PAX River but knew of no
cemetery on the grounds of the chapel. How could
his grandfather be wrong? Well, his grandfather
was correct. In 1943 the Navy surveyed the grave

Scott Lawrence, Melvin Mason, and Amanda
Becker
Mr. Lawrence was chosen to receive the Periwinkle
Award because of his dedication to raise the grave
makers at St. Nicholas cemetery. As a result of his
dedication the grave markers are once again upright
and visible to visitors to Patuxent River Naval Air
Station. [Pictures of St. Nicholas can be found at
http://www.flickr.com/photos/25903886@N00/
sets/72157623589614390/]
Submitted by Amanda Becker and Diane Nesmeyer

Our Second Silent Auction was a Success!
At the Annual Meeting we held our second Silent
Auction. Amanda Becker asked for donations and
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you answered her call. We would like to thank
Leonard Becraft, Brenda McNeal, Amanda and
Frances Becker, Nancy Willett, Candy Warden,
Lora Lake, Sandra Wright, and the Nesmeyers for
their donations.
There were a couple cemetery-related items including Pam Goffinett's Cemtery Mapping book, a
cemetery selling book from the 1950s, and a rubbing that Brenda McNeal made of a gravestone in
Pennsylvania (nicely matted I may add). Other
items included other books, decorative bowls and
plates, a picnic basket, a woman’s gift basket, an
angel bird house, a baby blanket, a table runner, a
cookie jar, glasses, vase, table mats,
and a
CPMBS tote bag. There was only one item that
had no bid but otherwise there was a bid on every
item and every item found a new home (even the
one without a bid). Thanks to all who donated
and all who bid on the items.
Submitted by Diane Nesmeyer

The Coalition now has a Facebook
page. If you are on Facebook you should visit our
page and become a fan. Search for Coalition to
Protect Maryland Burial Sites.

New members for this quarter
Cheffi, Gisele

Prince George’s

Sowers, Kelly Ann

Anne Arundel

Billard, Melissa
Mills, David D., PE

Prince George's

Outreach Committee
Do you like to visit cemeteries? Are you interested in helping out an organization that is in the
process of transcribing the gravestones throughout
Anne Arundel County? Do you like a good time
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and have a few hours to spare? If you answered
yes to any of these questions we have an offer you
can’t refuse.
On Saturday May 8, Jeff and I drove to St. Anne's
Cemetery in Annapolis and spent three hours helping the Anne Arundel County Genealogical Society
transcribe information on the gravestones. I am so
glad we went. It appears that the AAGS has a volunteer issue much like our own Coalition. There
were only 7 or 8 of us there. Even though there
were so few of us we were able to complete the
area that our coordinator planned us to transcribe.
Their methods are slightly different than how we
are used to transcribing stones but with a little adjustment Jeff and I moved right along completing
the rows that we were assigned. Several times during the course of the morning the group gathered
around a stone, one person raking light from a mirror across the face of the stone, as we attempted to
decipher the fading epitaph. It was like working out
a puzzle. The experience was great fun and an
added bonus to the day was the beautiful weather.
We made copies of the last two issues of the Courier and handed them out to the few in attendance. One couple appeared to be very interested
so hopefully new members will join our ranks.
The group is planning another transcription day on
July 10th. Unfortunately, we could not get this issue of the Courier out in time but the next planned
“inscription” date is September 11th at Holy Cross
Cemetery in Brooklyn Park. If you are interested in
helping contact me at de_nesmeyer@yahoo.com
and I will give you the name of the contact person
with AACGS.
Oh, I did take a number of photographs, mostly in
the hopes that we can use a few in our Preservation
Handbook. The cemetery is in sad shape. The
grass is cut but there are many toppled stones-probably due to gravity and not malicious intent
(the cemetery is built on some hilly land). There
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are many broken stones and stones that are damaged from the vegetation. If you are interested in
seeing the pictures the link to my Flickr page is
http://www.flickr.com/photos/25903886@N00/
sets/72157624097743766/.
Our Events Committee is planning to appear at a
few events around Maryland this summer and fall.
There is a need for people that can help and back
up for Hands on History Day on August 11th, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Howard County Fairgrounds. Olde Princess Anne Days in Somerset
County are scheduled for October 9th and 10th and
we could use some help manning the Coalition's
booth. Finally, Happy birthday Montgomery
County is coming up in September and the Coalition should be there. If you are able to help out
contact Amanda Becker at (301) 253-2688.
Submitted by Diane Nesmeyer

News From the Counties
Carroll County
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At Springfield Presbyterian cemetery Andrea
White and Todd Brown gave brief presentations
about some of the prominent people buried there.
This included many members of the Patterson and
Brown families important to the early settlement of
Sykesville. Many later community leaders and colorful local citizens’ tombstones were also noted.
The second tour was to St. Barnabas, just across the
line in Howard County. Here Rick Gordon pointed
out tombstones of interest and Butch Willard told
the participants a little about the Church. This
cemetery contains the remains of Jim Purman, an
early CPMBS member and the man responsible for
the restoration of Holy Trinity cemetery.
At Holy Trinity cemetery the history of the cemetery and information about the ongoing efforts to
maintain this historic site was presented by the
President of the Friends of Old Trinity Cemetery,
Carey Myers. Members of the “Friends”, portraying ancestors or others associated with the cemetery shared their knowledge of those lives.

Sykesville History Walk goes to four cemeteries

The Sykesville annual history walk, which usually
occurs in mid March, was held Sunday, April 26th.
It was delayed so that the cemeteries could be better prepared after the historic February snows.
Approximately 60 people attended the event sponsored by the Sykesville Gatehouse Museum and
the Friends of Old Trinity Cemetery. Participants
could choose between either of two walks, both
going to two cemeteries. One walk included St.
Joseph’s Catholic cemetery and Springfield Presbyterian Cemetery. The other walk was to St.
Barnabas and Holy Trinity.
At St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, volunteer Brad
Dyjak portrayed Dr. Orellana Owings, who was
instrumental in establishing this church. He told
the group about the origins of the cemetery and a
little about the life of Dr. Owings.

Diana Scott as Mary Welsh, Elaine Breeding as
“Dicey” a barmaid from Welsh's tavern, Ann
Horvath as Sophia Hollingsworth, Bob Breeding,
Jane Ward as Louisa Utz, Jane Cohen, and George
Horvath as Jesse Hollingsworth.
Submitted by Ann P. Horvath
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Frederick County News
Cemetery cleanup is an act of love
By Kate Leckie
February 10, 2010
FrederickNewsPost.com
New Market Cemetery Co. is a nonprofit formed
to oversee the 2-acre site of the New Market
Cemetery. The site is located behind the New Market United Methodist church. Since February six
to eight people, who have friends and family members buried there, have been clearing brush and
giving the cemetery a facelift. According to the
Treasurer Mike Sponseller, a tree company was
hired to remove dead and dying trees that were
threatening to damage the cemetery. Future plans
for the cemetery include replacing damaged fencing.
Summarized by Diane Nesmeyer
[Editors’ Note: There are pictures and transcriptions found at http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/
fg.cgi?page=cr&CRid=81296]

Prince George’s County
Robbers Desecrate Graves for Scrap metal
By Chris Gordon
NBC Washington
Wednesday, May 5, 2010
We are all familiar with the grave robbers of old
who were interested in stealing what was located
below ground. Modern grave robbers are interested in the bronze, copper, and heavy metal that is
above ground marking the final resting place of
our friends and relatives. Maryland and Virginia
cemeteries are not immune to the growing problem
of missing items.
Cedar Hill Cemetery in Suitland has had dozens of
footstones desecrated by robbers who took flower
vases that are stored inside the stones when not in
use. These items can cost the family thousands of

Summer 2010

dollars for replacement when the items disappear
because the cemetery doesn’t replace them.
Prince George’s County police and investigators
from the State of Maryland are investigating.
[Editors’ Note: We sure hope there were no surprises for families visiting their loved ones on
Mother’s Day and Memorial Day and had no place
to put the flowers.]
Summarized by Diane Nesmeyer
Mourning Wood: Hidden in Suitland, the Treelike
Treasures of Dionicio Rodriguez
Anita Wynn, May 5, 2010
Washington City Paper
In Cedar Hill Cemetery there is a wooden bridge
that spans to a small island in the center of a pond.
Upon closer inspection the bridge is made of concrete that is shaped to look like tree trunks and
branches. The bridge is the work of Dionicio
Rodriquez, an immigrant from Mexico. Rodriguez
used a technique called faux bois (false wood) to
create the items that look like wood. Rodriguez
called his technique trabajo ruistico (rustic work)
that he brought with him from Mexico.
There are a number of pieces at Cedar Hill, mostly
known only to the employees and visitors to the
cemetery. If you want more information about the
artist and his works that are scattered throughout
the country you should read Patsy Pittman Light’s
book “Capturing Nature: The Cement Sculpture of
Dionicio Rodriquez” published in 2008, by Texas
A & M University Press.
Summarized by Diane Nesmeyer

News From Our Members
Becraft Cemeteries
The following information represents a brief recap
of my lifetime search for Maryland cemeteries
where my ancestors are buried.
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My ancestors represent the earliest settlers in Maryland. Peter and Rebecka Stevens Becraft arrived in
1676 at London Town on the south shore of the
South River. The South Shore is located across the
river from Annapolis, the city that would become
the state capitol. Historic London Town still exists,
with the Brick Port of entry, the William Brown
House, and gardens and grounds that are open to
the public.
Peter and Rebecka had 7 children that were baptized in St. Barnabas Church between 1698 and the
early 1700s. They moved to Route 301 in Leeland,
Prince Georges County where they farmed until
their passing. Peter died 31 May 1716 and Rebecka
died 17 October 1717. They lived near St. Anne’s
Parish, but their gravestones have not been found.
The name BECRAFT is English and derived from
the occupation of “bee keepers”. The BECRAFTS
were farmers and came to Maryland uneducated
and looking for land and religious freedom. Five of
Peter and Rebecka’s children: Benjamin, Sr.; Peter;
George, Sr.; Mary James; and Margret Justice
moved to an area in Prince Georges County that is
now located in Frederick County, near New Market
on Route 70 east of Frederick.
Benjamin claimed 50 acres called “BECRAFTS
DELIGHT” on Benn’s Branch in New London in
1739. Peter claimed 848 acres called “DISPUTE”
in 1757. George claimed 1,162 acres, Mary James
claimed 50 acres, and Margaret Justice claimed
150 acres of “JUSTICES DELIGHT”.
I found the original stone home where son Peter
and his wife Mary died on Lime Plant Road. The
cemetery where they are buried is on a hillside behind the house and barn. About 40 gravestones are
still in existence. I located a second gravesite on
George Becraft’s 1,162 acres of land that has a
stone-walled cemetery on ”JUSTICES DELIGHT”.
Benjamin Becraft, Sr. raised 3 children on his 50
acres. His children were Luraner Becraft Higgins,
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Benjamin Becraft, Jr., and Doctor Peter Becraft.
He moved his family to Kensington in Montgomery County in 1759 when he acquired 600 acres on
several parcels of land on Rock Creek.
Benjamin, Sr., was active in the Revolutionary
War. A muster roll dated 29 August 1777 under
Col. John Murdock, Montgomery County Militia
Lower Battalion listed;
1) Peter Becraft 4th Co. 1778 in Montgomery
County took Oath of Fidelity
2) Benjamin Becraft, Jr., - 3rd Co.
Benjamin Becraft, Jr., - Private 7th Class
Daniel Rintzell’s 8th Company
Peter Becraft, Private 2nd class-Captain
William Bailey’s 1st Company
3) James Higgins – 2nd Co., Class No. 4 William Bailey, Captain, husband of Luraner
Becraft Higgins.
These Revolutionary Soldiers are believed to be
buried in the Higgins Family Cemetery on Arundel
Av. in Rockville. Benjamin Becraft, Sr., is also
buried in the Higgins Family Cemetery, that was
part of his farms and family cemetery. Luraner’s
sons James Becraft Higgins and John Becraft Higgins were also buried in the Higgins Family Cemetery.
I believe that Luraner’s brothers, Benjamin, Jr.,
and Peter Becraft were also Revolutionary War
soldiers and buried in the Higgins Cemetery on
Arundel Ave. Luraner outlived her father, Benjamin, Sr., who owned 600 acres, supported the
Revolutionary Army, and is buried in the family
graveyard.
Submitted by Leonard A. Becraft
19th Annual Meeting Minutes
April 17, 2010
Kent Manor Inn, Kent Island,
Queen Anne’s County
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In Attendance Officers: President Melvin Mason,
Vice-President Jeff Nesmeyer, Recording/
Corresponding Secretary Amanda Becker, Treasurer Gerhardt Kraske
Board of Directors: Kristin Kraske, Thomas Mason, Brenda McNeal, James Lanier, Candy Warden, Sandra Wright, and Robert Mosko.
President Melvin Mason called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. A quorum was reported by the Recording Secretary. The minutes of the January 24,
2010, Board Meeting, as printed in the Spring edition of the Courier, were approved as printed.
The Treasurer gave his report. The Archive, Fundraising, Outreach, and Membership Committees
gave their reports. The Nominating Committee
presented the slate of Officers. Melvin Mason
asked for any nominations from the floor. There
being none he closed the slate and the membership
voted unanimously to accept the slate of Officers
and Directors.
President Melvin Mason announced that the first
meeting of the new Board will be held on May 23,
2010, at 1 p.m., Miller Library, Ellicott City, MD
There being no futher business President Melvin
Mason closed the meeting at 9:30 a.m.
Respectively submitted,
Thomas Mason
Secretary Pro Tempore
Boarding Meeting Minutes
May 23, 2010
Miller Library, Ellicott City
In Attendance
OFFICERS: President Melvin Mason, VicePresident J eff Nesmeyer, Recording/
Corresponding Secretary VACANT, Treasurer
Krista Kraske
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Gerhardt Kraske,
Kristin Kraske, Thomas Mason, Brenda McNeal,
Paul Miller, James Lanier, and Candy Warden
MEMBERS AND GUESTS: Diane Nesmeyer,
Amanda Becker, and Leonard Becraft
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The Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites,
May 23, 2010, meeting was called to order by
President Melvin Mason at 1:12 pm. A quorum
was noted.
Certificates of appreciation were presented to the
2010 Annual Meeting helpers and participants.
Treasurer’s report: was presented.
Membership report: Status of Directors discussed. Motion by President Mason to have
Gerhardt Kraske serve as director was made; seconded by Brenda McNeal; Motion passed. Notice
for renewal logistics was discussed.
The Courier report: was given by Diane Nesmeyer.
Webpage report: No report
Archive report: Amanda reports that there are
many papers in the archives room and she is in
need of help sorting and cataloging the collection.
Many members have offered donations of binders
for use in the archives.
2010 Meeting final report: The presentations
were great. The committee did a really good job in
producing the meeting. The meeting actually made
a profit of $426.50 for the Coalition.
2011 Meeting: The Coalition’s 20th anniversary is
in 2011. The meeting is tentatively scheduled for
April 16, 2011. We need to start planning now.
Diane Nesmeyer and Gary Kraske will form the
initial committee for the 2011 meeting. Amanda
Becker volunteered to chair the Silent Auction. If
any members have ideas, send it to the group.
Jeff looked at the map of past locations. Discussion
was held on where to go that the group has not
been too many times already. Suggestions include:
above BWI area; what is in the area that can provide rooms for the meeting; what cemeteries are
there for the tours; Anne Arundel County Genealogical Society Cemetery group. Other cemeteries
in this area are chained off by the airport – Gary
will look into this aspect. Tina Simmons is a member and may be interested in putting together the
tour.
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Preliminary work of doing an assessment work
shop was discussed. Photography workshop proposed by Diane Nesmeyer.
Ellicott City – Leonard Becraft will investigate the
possibilities.
Western Maryland – Kristin Kraske will investigate
this area.
The Rocky Gap area and the use of Ally Ghan
Shrine as a venue were discussed.
Speakers will have to be arranged for and funded.
Hancock area has had one done before- Jeff will
explore the possibilities.
Events committee: We had to cancel 3 events due
to accidents and injuries of members and the inability of the Events Committee to find anyone from
the Coalition willing to attend in their place. Events
cancelled included the Faerie Festival and the Preservation Maryland appearance.
There is a need for people that can help and back
up for Hands on History Day on August 11th, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Howard County Fairgrounds.
Olde Princess Anne Days in Somerset County are
scheduled for October 9th and 10th.
We have to decide if we want to make an appearance at the Descendants of Point Lookout POW
Organization this year.
Happy birthday Montgomery County is coming up.
Awards and Scholarship Committee: Periwinkle
and awards committee include Candy Warden,
James Lanier, and Kristin Kraske. We should establish criteria for the Periwinkle nominations. The
minimum criteria should coincide with our tenets.
A maximum of two awards should be given each
year.
Legislation: Nothing on the burner at the present
time. We need someone to replace Jim Trader.
Brochure for events:
Our supply of brochures to give out at events is exhausted. Green one that Gary has will be sent to
Jeff to work on it to see what can be done to update
and reprint.
OLD BUSINESS:

Summer 2010

The annual 990M form has been filed by Paul
Miller and copy filed in the archives.
Discussions was made by Brenda McNeal regarding her attendance at the Office of Cemetery Oversight past meetings. She plans to continue to attend
the future meetings. She was reassured that her
expenses will be reimbursed by the Coalition. Ed
Taylor is unavailable for a report on his activities.
Family Remembrance Day Celebration; Unable to
plan any activities this year because there is not
enough lead time. Need to start the planning at the
January meeting.
A discussion on general topics was started and included:
What do we focus on for the meetings?
What are the topics we discuss for the
meeting and what drives it.
Where to focus our efforts? Suggested the
central part of the state first and then move
out to the outer counties.
What is the purpose of the annual meeting?
Education, tours, entertainment.
Outreach to others that have the same interest as this group.
Federated principle of organization value.
Clearing house of information.
Personal meet and greet.
Become a part of what the others are doing
to have them to become part of us.
Value add for others.
Use of awards for recruits for future members.
Outreach meeting June 13th, the push will be a review of the document for flow. We need to firm up
the definitions, Glossary, Table of contents, Index,
Acronyms, and symbols.
NEW BUSINESS:
Memorial Day and Decoration Day revival was
discussed.
Chesapeake Life Magazine doing write up on the
Coalition, Amanda will be speaking to them soon.
Anne Arundel County Genealogical Society is doing another “transcription day” on July 10th. This
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time the group will work in Cedar Bluff Cemetery,
across the street from St Anne’s in Annapolis.
Notification of the meetings for others to attend.
Get the word out, publish in papers such as the
Columbia flyer and the Patuxent press people.
Another attempt will be made to update the display board as part of the Outreach Committee’s
duties. It was suggested that we procure and use a
photo frame with pertinent picture for presentation
with the display board and on other tables the
Coalition may set up.
For next meeting: The President asked for Ideas
for 2011 as far as events, ideas on the display triboard configuration, content for the photo frame.
Amanda Becker reminded the group of the Sandy
Spring Strawberry festival on June the 5th.
Brenda presented Cookie molds to be sold in the
store. Cost was $3 and list for sale at $7.
Amanda Becker asked for replenishment of the
store budget of $500 for the rest of the year. A
motion for such was made by Brenda McNeal and
seconded by Jeff Nesmeyer; the motion passed.
Ron Thomas cemetery 30 sites and needs advice
and help and Gary will get in touch with Jim
Trader to see if he is available to assist.
Sunday July 25, 2010 @ 1:00 pm at is our next
business meeting. [Note: See Board Meeting Notice following for correct date. Coalition unable to
secure library for July 25th.] Director McNeal will
procure the Miller Library for this meeting.
Submitted by,
Thomas Mason, Director
Secretary Pro Tempore
Next Quarterly Board Meeting
will be held on
Sunday, August 1st, 2010, 1 p.m.
Miller Branch of the Howard County Library
9421 Frederick Road, Ellicott City, MD http://
www.hclibrary.org/index.php?page=66
The Board would like to see more members
participate. Won’t you consider attending?

Summer 2010
Office of Cemetery Oversight

Brenda McNeal brought copies of the first Office
of Cemetery Oversight Newsletter to the Annual
Meeting. Each person in attendance received a
copy. If you were unable to attend the meeting
you can view the newsletter at http://
www.dllr.state.md.us/license/news/cemnews/. If
you would like to receive your own copy of the
newsletter and other information you can request
to be placed on the Public Participation Mailing
List by mailing your name and address to: Office
of Cemetery Oversight, 500 N. Calvert Street,
Suite 300, Baltimore, MD 21202-3651; or calling
(410)
230-6229;
or
e-mailing
cemet@dllr.state.md.us.

Dreambook Entries
Frances Duncan frances940@hotmail.com left a
comment on our website:
I am truly interested in your coalition. We are
working hard to restore the Spring Hill Cemetery
in Easton which had deteriorated greatly. We
formed a group called the Friends of Spring Hill
Cemetery a year ago and have improved the appearance of the cemetery. However, we still have
much to do.
[Editors’ Note: We understand that Ms. Duncan
has been in contact with the Barb and Gary
Kraske. On the Internet we found that Spring Hill
Cemetery has been transcribed by Kelly Townsend. She has posted 821 burials dating from 1824
-1998. The listing can be found at:
http://www.idreamof.com/cemetery/md/talbot/
spring_hill.htm.]

Upcoming Cemetery Events
Green Mount Cemetery Walking Tours
The next set of walking tours through historic
Green Mount Cemetery will take place on Satur-
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day, October 9, 16, 23, 30 - $ Opened in 1839 as
the city's first urban-rural cemetery, Green Mount
is the final resting place of Johns Hopkins, Enoch
Pratt, William and Henry Walters, Mary Elizabeth
Garrett, Theodore McKeldin, John Wilkes Booth,
Betsy Patterson, Walter Lord, and other famous
Marylanders. Tours begin at 9:30 a.m. from the
main gate located at Greenmount Avenue and East
Oliver Street, and are led by Baltimore historian
Wayne R. Schaumburg. For information, call 410
-256-2180 or e-mail:
wschaumburg@earthlink.net. Copied from http://
home.earthlink.net/~wschaumburg/

Summer 2010

Ms. Collier’s collection of mourning items

Cemetery Preservation and
Restoration Seminar
Saturday, October 23 and
Sunday October 24, 2010
Register at Frying Pan Park Visitor Center
2709 West Ox Road
Herndon, VA 20171 (703) 437-9101
Co-Sponsored by Frying Pan Park and Fairfax
County Cemetery Preservation Association, Inc.
http://www.honorfairfaxcemeteries.org
·

Robert Mosko - presentation on cemetery and
monument preservation; on-site field study
and assessment of Frying Pan Park Meeting
House Cemetery.

·

Aimee Wells, Fairfax County Park Authority
archaeologist - presentation “Stones Speak in
Historic Cemeteries”; learn what types of information can be found in historic cemeteries.

·

Fairfax County Cemetery Preservation Association. Inc. presentation.

·

Tour of the Frying Pan Meeting House.

The Annual Meeting Committee along with their
helpers. From left: Jeff and Diane Nesmeyer, Lora
Lake, Thomas and Melvin Mason, and Amanda
and Frances Becker.

A group listening to Lora Lake at the Broad Creek
Cemetery.
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The Courier

Board Meetings

The Coalition Courier is published quarterly by the Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites, Inc., P. O. Box 1533, Ellicott City, Maryland 21041, (410)
772-8602. Members of the Coalition receive the Courier as part of their
membership which runs from June 1 through May 31st of each year. Individual memberships are $10.00, household memberships are $15, student memberships (grade 12 and under) are $5, and organizational memberships are
$20.00 per year. Dues should be mailed to the Membership Chairperson at
the address listed above.

Board meetings are held quarterly and scheduled by the President. Meetings
are first posted on the Coalition’s Web Site and announced in the issue of
the Courier published just prior to the meeting.

The President, Board of Directors, and the Courier editors encourage all
members to submit articles to the Courier. They further invite members to
write to the Courier with questions or comments about any topic that pertains
to burial sites. The topics can include preservation, protection, restoration and
maintenance, historical and cultural significance, and documentation. They
are also looking for questions or comments you may have about the Coalition.
The questions, answers, and comments will be printed in future editions of the
Courier. This is an opportunity for you to learn more about your Coalition and
to have questions answered that you may have regarding burial sites.

2010-2011 Officers and Board of Directors

The Annual Meeting is held during the board meeting in April of each year.
Election of new officers and Board members takes place as well as presentation of the annual reports, adoption of the budget for the coming year, and
presentation of the Periwinkle Awards.

Officers
President

Melvin Mason (301) 325-1248
pres@cpmbs.org

Vice President

Jeff Nesmeyer (703) 680-7724
vp@cpmbs.org

Treasurer

Kristin Kraske (410) 461-6313)
treas@cpmbs.org

Recording Secretary

Vacant
sec@cpmbs.org

Permission is granted for noncommercial reprint of any material in this newsletter provided credit is given to the author and this newsletter. This excludes
copyright material for which this newsletter has permission to publish.

Past President

Gerhardt Kraske (410) 730-8278

Coalition’s Objectives

Thomas Mason

(PG County) (301) 736-4058
thomas@masonbrothers.com

The Coalition, through its members in each county, hope to reach out to all
areas of the state to:

James Lanier

(Baltimore County) (443) 341-6433
rosabonheursociety@juno.com

Facilitate the exchange of information among individuals and organizations
concerned about the protection of Maryland burial sites.

Paul Miller

(Howard County) (410) 465-9158
ecpim@aol.com

Increase public awareness of the historic and cultural significance of burial
sites and the serious threats to them.

Gerhardt Kraske

(Howard County) (410) 730-8278
gpkbmkmd@aol.com

Candy Warden

(Baltimore County) (443) 341-6433
rosabonheursociety@juno.com

Brenda McNeal

(Howard County) (410) 917-3257
mcnealb@hotmail.com

Sandra Wright

(Montgomery County) (301) 520-9557
swrightplace@msn.com

Robert Mosko

(717) 633-8092
robertmosko@embarqmail.com

All articles, questions, items of interest may be sent directly to the Coalition
at the address listed above or e-mailed to the editors at their address listed
below.
Reprint Policy

Draft and gain passage of new laws to more effectively deal with criminal
acts against burial sites and to establish effective and uniform procedures for
the protection and preservation of burial sites regardless of their age, cultural
affiliation or condition.
Organize support for stronger laws in Maryland to protect burial sites--Native
American burials as well as traditional cemeteries.
Raise funds for statewide public education programs, focused on burial site
protection, and to provide information and guidance to any government
agency, group, organization or individual interested in preserving human
burial sites.
Editors
Diane and Jeff Nesmeyer, de_nesmeyer@yahoo.com

Board of Directors

Standing Committees
Archives Awards

Events

Courier

Finance

Legislative

Nominating

Fund Raising

14326 Springbrook Ct., Woodbridge, VA 22193-3421
2010 Publication Deadlines
Spring

March 15, 2010

Summer

June 15, 2010

Fall

September 15, 2010

Winter

December 15, 2010

Outreach Publicity

Family Remembrance
Web Site
http://www.cpmbs.org

Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites
Membership Form
NOTE: This is NOT a renewal notification; it is provided for convenience only.
Membership year is June 1 through May 31st
Name________________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________
City______________________County____________________State________ ZIP_________
Phone__________________E-mail_____________________________Date_______________
____New
____Renewal

Annual Membership Rates:

Questions? Call Kristin Kraske,
Membership (410) 461-6313

Individual………………………$ 10
Student (grade 12 and under)… $ 5
Organization………………… ..$ 20
Household…………………….. $ 15

Make Checks Payable to:

Coalition to Protect Maryland
Burial Sites, Inc.
P.O. Box 1533
Ellicott City, MD 21041-1533
Can you help us in our various efforts? Please list occupations / skills / interest. _________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Ellicott City, MD 21041-1533
Forwarding & Return Postage Guaranteed
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