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Next Quarterly Board Meeting
Sunday, January 30, 2011, from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. Office of Cemetery

(We have the meeting room until 5 p.m.) Oversight 67
Miller Branch of the Howard County Library

9421 Frederick Road, Ellicott City, MD

Periwinkle Award Nomi-
nations Sought

At the last Board Meeting Tina Simmons discussed the cemetery docymen=
tation project in Anne Arundel County and Stephanie Town discussed s-| | st. vincent Cemetery
sues and provided an update of the work being done at St. Vincent Cgme-| Group Update 24
tery in Baltimore City. President Mason presented three brief presentgtignis
on St. Vincent Cemetery, St. Peter Cemetery in Baltimore, and C. Whied
Cemetery in Howard County. Meetings are not all about the Coalition pusi
ness. All members are therefore encouraged to attend and learn morejahdut
what is happening with Maryland Cemeteries and meet the people beljin
the successes.
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New Members

| would like to apologize to all our new memb
from the last quarter. Kristin Kraske duly prov
your names and | promptly failed to add the in
mation in the Fall issue of the Courier. | extern
very belated welcome to each of you.

f Marianne Greenfield, Delhi, NY

1 Charles Willis Hammond, Jr., Ft. Myers, FL
T Ronald W. Long, Mount Airy, MD

1 Stephanie Arthur & Leslie R. Town, Landent

berg, PA
| am sorry to report that we had no new membse
for this quarter. Do you know anyone that has 3
interest in cemeteries that would benefit from a
membership in the Coalition? If SO go to our wg
site and print the application form and pass it
along.
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mdcpmbs/
mbershipapplication.pdf

Diane Nesmeyer

Edi torséo

A bel ated Seasons Gr g
lieve how quickly the year is passing. Plans
already under way for the next Annual Meeti
Information can be found on page 7.

The next Board Meeting is scheduled for Jan
30th. The Officers and Board would like to
mind everyone that the meeting is open to
members. The notice of time and location ca
found on page 1.

Mr. Michael Lewis of the St. Vincent Cemete
Restoration Group wrote a very informative upc
of their groupbs prog
in such a short period of time. | told the memb
AiThe way the St. Vinc

used the Internet and social sites to bring toge

relatives, descendants, and hkended individuals
will become a model for all similarly situated in
vidual s/ groups wishin
Lewi s6 update begins

Tina Simmons of Anne Arundel Genealogical

ciety has been documenting cemeteries in
county for over 20 years. She knows that ther¢
other cemeteries out there that need to be lo
and documented. Her story [and that of the A
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Arundel Genealogical Society] and can be foun
Jpage 4,

s-The St. Maryods County

rmission is in the process of cataloging cemets

within their county. We were able to obtain m
information from Scott Lawrence about the pro
because we were not able to find much informg
on the Internet. Their story can be found on pag

We would like to thank Amanda Becker, Brel
McNeal, Eileen McGuckian, Tina Simmons, N
chael Lewis, Stephanie Town, Melvin Mason,
Scott Lawrence for their contributions to this iss

b

Diane and Jeff Nesmeyer

St Vi ncent 6s

Restoration Group Update
[The following update was posted to the SVC

hoo Group website on December 12, 2010. It i
printed here with permission from Mr. Michd

Lewis and Mrs. Stephanie Arthur Town.]

Greetings to our SVC site members. We thought |i

Bwbuld be timely to provide you with an update
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réd/e have accomplished so much in 204l0 of it

because of volunteers from our group who H

given their time and expertise in working on v
S projects. And, of course, the holiday seaa
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a season of givirigs a good time to ask again for

ry and planning/building a memorial to our
cestors and friends. You will find the informati
for making a donation of any amount at the en

% the following geport, e haye tried, t9 gckng
£dge those members who have volunteered
qpq_l expertisg I1‘06sl;j)%:ificH)lrz(ji)jgcts Lelated.opr
gfoup goals. If we have forgotten anyone, pl¢
Ashout outo. We want

SVE. g\ny and pllof ygu are welgorpetq help.
gourse e Reedmoney to keep the Cemetery
and clean and to build a memorial. But there als
manual work in the Cemetery itself; commun
eetings to attend; research needing someong
t€ntion in old records and in newspape of
m opportunities for involvement.
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you have done on behalf of our family buried i

your financial support for maintaining our Ceme;
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Here is a short summary of what has been accgfodrials into SVC from St. Leo the Great Chui
plished and what i s 0ilAfterdimding mgakrécords from St. Leo's, Joé
1. Overall Summary of Accomplishments: || worked with Bonnie .I\/.Iitchell and Ernestine Dub
2010, we raised $145funds that were match to secure death certificates that would confirm
by the Parishto clear and clean the cemetery@ Nto SVC. These records were forwarded
grounds. Our efforts were given a terrific boos %oyce Erway to include in the master burial list
Jacques Kelly of the Sun, who wrote two artiglgs YC- Joann also has been visiting the Cemete
about SVC, and by Father Richard Lawrence, higcord gravestone information. Mary Neale, a
worked with us and supported our efforts dufirg"€mpPer, met Joann at the Cemetery to assist
these hard economic times. Stephanie worked|w(t{r€S Of the gravestones were uploaded to a
Father Lawrence to locate, reproduce and disgepfii’otobucket website. In addition, Joann set |
nate the only map ever located of the Cemetel2c€b0ook page and designed the new SVC wel
We know for the first time the layout of the CemeMary and Terry Vincent have done a wonderful
tery and how it looked before its destructipncleaning out weeds and cutting down all the v
Joyce and volunteer members continued to do¢growing over the gravestones. Mary Vincent :
ment burials into SVC and volunteers have doclugathered information on the gravestones ang
mented the stones uncovered during the clearisgarched obituaries. She forwarded her recor
of the cemetery grounds. The research ha yce and MDGenWeb.

panded to in.clude obituaries fqr those in SVQ, early October, members of our group par
which are being upload to our site. Joyce rego Eated in Civic Works Ricky Martin Day of Servi
that .thIS research by our team has led fo the iden clitton Park by working in the Cemetery. A
fication of_ ap_prOX|mater 1000 pre_:wously proximately 14 people showed up with tools
known burials into SVC. Our group site, hosted 0l 1o help with clearing the weeds and vines 1
yahoo, continues to grow as a resource for| dufq nd the existing gravestones and photogray

mlembers and as a means for creating a virtual |gtem. some of the participants included mem
Vincent's Cemetery. We now have over 50 mems the St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Friends of Cli

bers. Park, the Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial S
2. Recent Progress in SVC, Including Work wittand Civic Works. Our Cemetery now is clear
Friends of Clifton Park (FOCP), Baltimore Cjtyclean!

Councilwoman Mary Pat Clarke, and Clifton Gol
Course Officials: In an attempt to build bridge
between SVC and the neighborhood communit
members of our group contacted Baltimore Ci
Councilwoman Mary Pat Clarke. Councilwoma
Clarke has been very supportive and responded
directing Stephanie Town to contact Jeanvagn
Chapman, Director of Friends of Clifton Park.

3. Progress in Documenting Burials into S
SJoyce continues to work with a team of membe

¥Yocument burials actually began in 2000 w
Joyce, Joann Waldon and Anne Marie Willis fo
B¥ch otherand their common interest in SV6n
YRe internet. From that beginning, the team of

) : : 'searchers looking into SVC burials has gro
Chapman immediately stepped in and has begfhncy BramuceBSheads of the Archives provid

very generous with her time advising Stephanigsgistance the links to her work at the Archi
and group member Fran Lane and her hushangh a1t ot and Mary Vincent searched sources

Tom, on ideas to develop plans to improve SMG,ding old newspapers for article, names
and to develop it into a memorial park. They h

also met with representatives of the Balti
Dep't of Recreation & Parks as well as the Cliftd
Park Golf Course.

@D ¢n

%rovided assistance in rechecking submitted
ial to ensure that what is uploaded is complg
accurate. Joann Wheeler went regularly to the

Yecreate the burial records for SVC. The work

Bbituaries for our SVC family. Anne Marie Willj

Joann Wheeler has given so generously off I
time, visiting the MD State Archives to reseafg

ehives in Annapolis to go through all the record
tSt. Leo the Great Parish to document burials
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SVC. Marie Newman searched the records of
John the Evangelist for our group. The records
St. Joseph and St. Vincent de Paul have p
searched as well. All this work contributes to |t
reconstruction of SVC onlifi@ virtual St. Vin;
cent's Cemetery that lists all the departed, th
names, dates and, as available, their obituaries.

4. New Resources for SVC Group: Michael ju
received from the Maryland State Archives (M$
CD's of the interment records for St. Ann and
Ignatius parishes. He intends to search the re¢
this winter for burials into SVC from those par
ishes. He already has found examples of his|o
family members buried into SVC out of St. Ann'y
If you wish to search for yourself, a link to M$A
church records is below. Email Michael if yot
need help navigating to the records. Also, if @i
members wish to help MSA fund the digitizing|o
records from other parishes and put those rec¢o
online, the cost is $60. Michael can help Yo
through the process of requesting the recorg
Once MSA digitizes the record for a researcher,
then puts it online for the world to use! St. Ann
and St. Ignatius' interment records are now onlir]
Here's the link:

http://speccol.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/spec

catalog/religion/cfm/dsp_countyresults.cfm?
county=BC

5. As promised, here's the donation informat
Checks should be made out to ST. VINCENT |D
PAUL PARISH. ON THE MEMO LINE OF
YOUR CHECK, IT MUST SAY "ST. VINCENT
CEMETERY RENOVATION FUND". Mail you
contribution to St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Att
tion: Rev. Richard Lawrence, 120 North Frpr
Street, Baltimore, MD 21202. We know that time
are hard-and anything you can give will help. Fa
ther Lawrence also has suggested that our me
bers consider donations to the St. Vincent Cen
tery Renovation Fund in their estate planning.

Joann Wheeler offered a great suggestion. T
of us who are seniors often receive holiday ¢
that are-shall we say*unneeded. Joann's suggs
that we might ask our loved ones to consider g
nation to the Cemetery Fund as our gift this H
day season and for other special occasions.
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ur group should be very proud of what we

@fccomplished this yeapushing back against o
d0 years of neglect. Happy Holidays to you all.
dichael John Lewis

Joyce Erway

ephanie Arthur Town

)oermission from Mrs. Town.]
Greetings,

"ffvanted to let you know that I really appreciatec
'being able to attend the CPMBS quarterly mes
8st Sunday.Thank you very much for the atte
’tion you gave to St. Vincent Cemeteryhe slide-
show was great.Thank you again for those pi

I
tures.

|

fY really appreciate the suggestions you offere

learing how others deal with situations aro
yabandoned cemeteries is helpful.

enembers so that we can at least keep the wee
andhopefully move forward.

s@ank you again for your assistance and encou
agement.

Happy Thanksgiving!

r]Stephanie Town

B inks for St. Vincent provided by Mrs. Town:
St. Vincent Cemetery website:
http://stvincentcemetery.tripod.com/
Facebook page:
"http://www.facebook.com/group.php?
Bid=141137732589849

MDGenWeb page for St. Vincents:

1Bs/st9020vincents/stvincents.htm
§ahoo Group:

R storationGroupBaltimoreMD/

ts

(s News From the Counties

0- Anne Arundel County

IResearcher haunts cemeteries seeking clues to
past

J

[The following email was received by Presidd
Melvin Mason and myself. It is reprinted here w

jell. Your meeting was very informativeJust

Ny immediate goal is to plan meetings and n
f£emetery events to help organize our Baltin

"http://www.mdgenweb.org/baltimorecity/Cemete
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http://stvincentcemetery.tripod.com/
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=141137732589849
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=141137732589849
http://www.mdgenweb.org/baltimorecity/Cemeteries/st%20vincents/stvincents.htm
http://www.mdgenweb.org/baltimorecity/Cemeteries/st%20vincents/stvincents.htm
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/StVincentCemeteryRestorationGroupBaltimoreMD/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/StVincentCemeteryRestorationGroupBaltimoreMD/
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By Wendi Winters for the Maryland Gazette

Published 10/30/10
HometownGlenBurnie.com

Tina Simmons of Laurel is the cemetery insc
tion chairwoman for the Anne Arundel Genealdq
cal Society [Note: and a member of the Coaliti
Simmons has been haunting county cemeterie

over two decades. Her mission and that of the §
ciety is to help people research their ancestry| g

one way is to find relatives buried in the county

Society members and Ms. Simmons have d
mented more than 500 cemeteries or b
grounds in Anne Arundel County over the ye
The burial information has been disseminate
people researching their family histories in A
Arundel County and the information being g3
ered will eventually be published.

After all these years of searching and docume
Ms. Simmons continues to find previously
known burial grounds. Grave sites have b
found under new buildings, on golf courses,
on Fort George G. Meade. Many sites have |
abandoned or neglected.

The Anne Arundel Genealogical Society and

ethe Library is located at 1 Crain Highway, S|

Glen Burnie. A telephone number is (410) 7|
9679. [If you are aware of a burial ground in A
Arundel County contact the Society with the Ig
tion and other information.]

Summarized by Diane Nesmeyer
Baltimore City News

Posted to the MBCemeteries site on Yahoo.

From: John S Wilkinson

<jwilkins@twcny.rr.com>

Date: Sat, 27 Nov 2010 08:55:09

Subject: Re: [MBCEMETERIES] Trinity Lu-

theran CemeteryBaltimore City

My Grandparents are buried at Swartz's Cemet
6115 O'Donnell St., Baltimore, MD. The last tim
| was there it was in horrible condition. Roads
sinking stones falling. | could find no one who
knew anything about records. Who in Maryland
would know the owner of the cemeteries?
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John S Wilkinson
Rome, NY

After some research | sent the following respon
to Mr. Wilkinson:

il read your message from the MIemetery lis
and have not been able to respond until today.
feprding to the book "Very Quiet Baltimoreans”
sirst United Evangelical Cemetery aka Schwar
fecated at 6115 O'Donnell Street. The records
the cemetery are supposed to be at the Mary
Historical Society. Here is a link from the Ma
tand State Archives website listing the deatf
hich of course doesn't necessarily mean they
Huried at the cemetery
tp://'www.msa.md.gov/msa/speccol/sc2800/sq
& Ihtml/m15493.html. | am assuming this is t
Ssame church because the Archives doesn't lig
location of the church.

NN%m also going to assume that the cemetery is
‘owned by the church. According to the book ref
P8hced above the church on Eastern Avenue pu
"Phased 6 acres in 1877 to form the cemetery. W
§Yoogle First United Evangelical Cemetery | co
up with this site: http://firstuniteducc.com/. 1 sug

cemetery.
)Good luck,

webmaster and newsletter editor for the
Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites
www.cpmbs.org

Montgomery County News
Higgins Cemetery

[ Editords Note: This
that appeared in the Fall issue of the Courier, 0
page 8.]
On October 26, 2010, the County Council vd
%nanimously to designate Higgins Cemetery
ockville as a historic site on the Montgom
County Master Plan for Historic Preservation.
burials of Revolutionary War soldier James H
gins and his wife Luraner Becraft Higgins on tt
farm in the early 19th century were followed
three more generations, including Luraner Hig

igest you contact them about the condition of the
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Knowles and her husband George Knowles, whgseor Hi st ori c St . Mar y
land became the town of Kensington. the Lexington Park Library in early Noveml

The Board of Directors of the Higgins Cemetefy2P0ut the project and other aspects of histo

Historic Preservation Association, Inc. thanks| gif€émeteries.

who have worked to rescue this historic site sijnc8ummary by Diane Nesmeyer

the mia1990s. It has been a labor of love angegitors' Note: We contacted Scott Lawrence
community spirit for commercial and residentialypiined the following information:

neighbors of the cemetery, a widening circle ?

Higgins family members, and groups such ag tfithe Commission is indeed trying to document
Chevy Chase Chapter of the DAR, Peerless Rotk-e met er i es i n St . Ma r
ville, and Kensington Historical Society. is so that the Land Use and Growth Manager

Historic designation will help to protect the cemedepartment is aware of graveyards when a pg
tery as it maintains its place in changing surroundor the property is being considered. Obviou
ings. The nonprofit Higgins Cemetery Associatigilis helps preserve these sites and makes de
looks forward to working with private parties gng€'s aware. The database is not online, but resig
public agencies to develop ideas for enhancing {ff¢veral notebooks in the County public librar

setting (a stone's throw south of Twinbrook Métré-itizens are encouraged to contact the Commis
station) and to interpret the site for public enjoy@fter reviewing the notebook and see if they ki
ment. of burials sites not currently in our inventory. B

: . cause we are technically a government entity
Eileen McGuckian are bound by certain rules. We cannot organize
St Maryos yunteers to document unless we have written
In-depth look at grave matters mission from land owners. Indeed, we cannot |
Hunt under way for lost cemeteries lish details that we havc_a in order.to protect the
Friday, October 29, 2010 vacy of the owners. This makes it somewhat 0
By Jason Babcock, Staff Writer cult because some folks DO NOT want ANYO
SoMdNews.com on their land and around their cemeteries. |
The St. Marybds County

fampLed 19 Hocymenpane & faw vgags;ago AR
mission is in the process of cataloging the cem

Count

her

yery curtly told to leave. Currently, we are not
ies within St. Mar yos

Ing & tharqugh docymeniation, but pating thejr
186 known cemeteries and the Commission is [aglefence with” coordinates, prominent names,
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dates. We would like to do more later. If you krjow

ing the public to share information about bur
that they are aware exist either on their land o
cated elsewhere within the county. tact me.

There is a database that will provide surnames bafOtt D. Lawrence, 36304-9561

not given names. Church cemeteries genergligfo@historicalgraveconcerns.com;
wonot appear I n t he |dhttp:dhistarsadgravedonterns.com/h e
Church maintains its own records and death regis- - -
tries. [Note: We found information online that th Office of Cemetery Oversight

dat abase can be vi ewe dAdusdry Bodrdeor tetOffice bfTemetdrs Over
Library however we could not find any informarsighti Meeting December 2, 2010

tion about the database at http://www.stmalib.orgfrhis meeting mostly covered administrative iss
We were unable to locate a website for the Gonpertaining to the operations of the Advisory Bo:
mission.] cutting the annual number of their meetings f
Three members of the Commission: Scott Layd0 to 8; discussing the actual purpose of the B

rence, president of Grave Concerns, Robert Gjbp#loving the December 2011 meeting to the
and Ruth Mitchell, special projects archaeoldgisthursday of the month with the possibility of ho

&f anyone with information, please have them (¢
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ing it in Silver Spring, MD at the Choice Hote
Chesapeake Room.

Other issues discussed include: ongoing prob
with timely processing of Licensing Sales perso
nel for cemeteries particularly pertaining to pay
ment processing; an upcoming Internal Su

meeting within the DLLR to examine proces ind

procedures; problems covering all agenda items

the time allotted; highlights from the recent |G

CFA (International Cemetery, Cremation and [F
neral Association) Trade Show which covere
among other items, a new "Cremation Li
method called alkaline hydrolysis process that i

volved 600 gallons of liquid per processing; talk
with the Maryland Archives about a possible paf
nership to help update and maintain a databagse

Maryland Cemeteries (currently up to an estimat
5200 cemeteries); and the Investigator has

looking into an increased number of complajn

relating to timely work at one particular cemetenfc
with the cemetery agreeing to increased oversig

by the OCO.
Brenda McNeal
Dreambook Postings

From: Louis S. Diggs
E-mail address: louisdiggs2@verizon.net
Homepage URL: http://www.louisdiggs.com

efRd

miide me with some suggestions on how to res

ht

Troops, Maryland Volunteers. He was wounde
action and provided a pension. | have photogr
all of the headstones when they were standif
-the Cemetery along with photographs of them ¥
dozed over and placed in a rubble pile. an you

his situation? This is the second African Am
fn cemetery in Catonsville that has been
Stroyed.
JI_Diggs, Local Historian and Author.

dPosted to the website on December 21, 2

Mr. Diggs.
ts_ Annual Meeting 2011

g7, 2010, to view the facilities at Apples Uni

td¥embers agreed that this is a good location fo
oalitionds next annu
jaburch is 7908 Apples Church Road, Thurm

urday, April 16, 2011. Please mark your calen
and plan to attend.

Robert Mosko will be holding a preservation wg
shop in the church cemetery. Unlike 2008,
workshop will be held rain or shine. For those
able to attend the preservation workshop we

You have a very interesting web site. | thorough
enjoyed reading it. | am wondering if your coali
tion could render some advice on the destructi
of an African American cemetery in the Winter
Lane community of Catonsville in Baltimor
County? Several weeks ago while searching

information on a book that | plan to write abput
African Americans at rest in Baltimore County, |I

noticed that the Cemetery on Winters Lane was
the process of being destroyed. | contacted
appropriate office in Baltimore County and th
work has ceased because the owner was clga
the property without a permit. | have contact
MHT, the Attorney General's Office, the Office|o

Cemetery Oversight as well as the Baltimol
th

County's State's Attorney's Office. One of
gravesites that was bulldozed and placed in ry
is the headstone of a former slave who serve
the 39th Regiment Infantry, United States Color

b
d

phy. After the presentation the group will move
-the cemetery grounds to discuss the symbd

third workshop but no information was finaliz
at press time.

%¥inal plans will be included in the Spring issug

few weeks before the event. The website wil

I"%J dated with the details as they become availalle

JThe Annual Meeting Committee and the Board
ilﬁ)ghk forward to seeing you in Thurmont on April

d

Annual Meeting Committeg

Eresident Mason is relaxing in the memory garg

Thanks you for a response. Louig $

'Member Lu Moorman said that she would contact

™ie Annual Meeting Committee met on November

vgfiurch of Christ in Thurmont. The Commitfee

MD 217881301. The meeting will be held on Sat-

hold a second presentation on cemetery iconggra-

und on the stones. The Committee is considerin

he Courier as well as the separate mailing sént

%he following pictures were taken in the cemetdry,

fhd the other photo is a view of some of the monu

hqents.
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Apples United Church of Christ Cemetery
Photos by Diane Nesmeyer

Very Interesting Iconography

Photograph used with permission from Jim Qlat

terbaugh.

Brenda McNeal brought this marker to our atte
tion. The photograph is by Jim Clatterbaugh, [ec
tor of Monsters from the Vault Magazine. Mr
Clatterbaugh said of f
both loved the classic monsters, and continued

Staunton, VA.

the monsters, how about you?
Diane Nesmeyer

Periwinkle Award Nominations Sought

Every year the Coalition designates one or n
persons or organizations to receive its Periwi
Award. The Award is given in recognition of o
standing personal effort and perseverance in

ing to save an historic cemetery from neglect,

cration, or other illegal activities.
chose the periwinkle plant (vinca minor) as
name of the award because periwinkle had
typically used in 18th and 19th century cemete
throughout the state of Maryland as a maintens
free flowering ground cover. The recipient rece
a monetary award as well as a framed certifi
commemorating the award.

The Periwinkle Award Committee consisting
Candy Warden, James Lanier, and Kristin Krg
are seeking nominations for the 2011 Periwiy
Awards.

If you know of an individual or group who shot
be recognized for their efforts and activities
Maryland cemeteries please forward your rec
mendation to a committee member. Contact in
mation can be found at on our website. The red
mendation should include a brief summary of
following criteria: duration of effort (1 or mo
years) quality of effort (has change been
fected?) physical work (e.g., landscapin
mowing), archival work (e.g., recording a
mapping) legislative work (e.g., contacting legis

stone can be found in the Thornrose Cemetety

At the Annual Meeting we are planning a presente
tion on symbolism and the Dennis Clatterbaug
stone is a fine example of someone proclaiming i
death what his interests were in life. We recognjze

in
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tive office holders, submitting billsgroup and/o
society formation; and fundraising activities.
lcandidate should be available to make a 5 t
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